
By Malcolm Henderson, MD 

I..pray..that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 
me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that 
the world may believe that You sent Me.                                     
–John 17:20                                                                                                            

The Prescribed Life 

     I recently discussed this verse with a group of Haitian pastors in an effort to reveal Biblical truth  concerning 

‘church pride’.  In Haiti you hear a lot of, “my church is better than yours” type of talk.  Sadly, when I pondered the 

American church, I was forced to acknowledge the exact same occurrence.  It’s not so much, “my church is better 

than your church” in America, but rather it is an overall issue of Christian unity and our great failure to adhere to 

this desire of Jesus. 

     If we look at the church today it looks anything but unified; Baptists, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Anglicans, 

Methodists, Church of God, Church of Christ, Assemblies of God, Calvary Chapel, etc., etc..  We can’t even 

experience unity within a denomination, which is supposed to be a unified group of believers.  The Lutherans have 

split, the Methodists have split, Calvary Chapel split, etc.  What is going on?  

      What makes this so regrettable is not our overall inability to be unified, but rather what this global display of 

disunity results in according to our verse.  Through our unity Jesus, in His recorded prayer to God His Father, states 

that “the world may believe that You sent Me.”.  If we now consider the converse of this statement it leads to a 

disturbing reality—disunity within Christianity results in a worldwide disbelief that Jesus was sent into the world by 

His Father and is indeed the Son of God!   

     Due to the level of spiritual disturbance this creates within me, I will make what some may consider a radical 

statement.  It may be time to step out of church, secondary to its contemporary, unbiblical metamorphosis into a 

corporate, institutional entity, and re-establish the true Church which doesn’t sit in buildings.  Scripture says, “the 

Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands.” (Acts 7:48), and Paul states, “Greet the brethren who are in 

Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.” (Colossians 4:15).  So God does not live in buildings, and 

the Church meets in places, (the Church doesn’t meet in churches)!  This reveals a simple truth: the Church is 

people, and the building is brick and mortar.  Also, whether you are reformed or Arminian, whether you believe in 

election or free will, whether you believe that baptism should be performed through sprinkling or immersion, one 

thing should not change for any of us as Christians and that is the gospel of Christ, the need to repent, and our 

need for salvation from our sinful self-serving nature.  I have close friends who are 5 point Calvinists, and others 

who are staunch Arminians.  How can I have friends within my ‘inner circle’ who exist at such opposite ends of 

the doctrinal spectrum?  Because we all agree that it is unacceptable that 38% of the world has no witness for 

Christ, and we are doing something about it!  The gospel trumps religion!  The gospel trumps denominational 

sectarianism!  The gospel trumps you, and it trumps me!  If I believe that you were elected to heaven by God 

before time began, or if I believe that your free will gives you the ability to decide to accept Christ, neither belief 

should change the spiritual posture that I have toward anyone.  People still need to hear the gospel, and I need to 

tell them because I am commanded to in Scripture (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47).   

     So let’s quit all of the ridiculous religious pride, denominational separatism, and doctrinal bantering that’s 

been going on for hundreds of years and let’s get back to the gospel and its need to be spread by you and me!!  

“For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (The Apostle Paul in 

his letter to the church at Corinth—1 Corinthians 2:2)    



Harvest in Haiti 
 

     Greetings from Haiti!  For the past several 

months our family has been in the States while 

Joy and I have been back and forth from Haiti 

leading mission trips and checking on various 

aspects of the ministry.  Now, Joy, our four 

children and I are all back in Haiti for 6 

months, and in just a single month we are al-

ready witnessing God’s greatness through the 

events that He is allowing to occur in Haiti 

through His ministry CHARIS!  I am honored 

and excited to share these occurrences with you 

as your prayers and support make you all equal-

ly important facets of this ministry! 

     As most of you know, and especially those of you who have had the opportunity to come to Haiti, we had been living in 

the village of Marigot in a home that was located directly within a very impoverished area.  Beyond the consideration of what 

was lacking from a physical standpoint (consistent electricity, days without running water, etc.), our family was being over-

whelmed with the needs in the community secondary to everyone’s ability to directly access us on any given day at any given 

hour.  Dealing with the needs of the community is an expected and welcomed part of any mission effort, but the inability to 

have any privacy whatsoever began to take its toll on our ability to protect our family’s inter-relational health.  We began to 

pray about these things, asking God to provide if it was His will, and He did indeed provide.  The way in which God answered 

our prayers was interesting, as His foreknowledge of what was going to occur within the ministry led to Him placing us in a 

new home in the village of Tessae. The home is beautiful and large, but this fact has nothing to do with our family’s needs, 

but rather the current needs of the ministry.  The two large open floors of this home are perfectly customized to house our 

entire 6 member family on the top floor, and groups of short term missionaries, and those who are desiring to stay for 3 

months, to see if serving in Haiti through CHARIS is indeed God’s will for their lives, on the bottom floor.  So this summer 

alone we have 4 college interns living with us for 8 weeks, 3 individuals coming staying for 3 months, after which a possible 

long term commitment may become a reality, and we have a total of 27 short term missionaries coming down on various trips 

to serve for a week (some of which will obviously have to stay in a hotel).  I was honestly conflicted about this.  I could not 

justify us living in such a big home.  When God began to reveal His will for the house to Joy and I though, we began to expe-

rience peace about renting it.   God also knows our 

hearts, as it would not matter if the house was taken 

from us at any time if God was to send us elsewhere in  

Haiti to perform His will.  Our children are also a lot 

happier in this home, and it greatly blesses Joy and my 

heart to watch the kids in the evening coming togeth-

er, playing games and enjoying fellowship with each 

other.  God is so good! 

     The village in which we now live is named Tessae 

(pronounced teh-say), and Joy wasted no time spread-

ing the love of Christ to our neighbors.  We live at the 

bottom of a mountainside, our neighbors all live be-

hind us, and that means seeing them requires a fun 

calorie burning walk up the mountainside.  This is not 

an easy feat when the narrow paths that have to be 

taken are nothing more than years of foot trodden 

history made up of dirt that has been compressed over 

The new 2-story house we are renting in the village of Tessae: currently being 

used as a guest house for our short-term missionaries and summer interns 

Our neighbor Liliyah showing Joy her paralyzed legs: Liliyah is a widow 

and a victim of the 2010 earthquake.  After her house fell on her, she lay in 

misery for 24 hours before someone found her and pulled her out.  



time and loose rock.  Add to that temperatures soaring over 100 degrees with 100% humidity and you can understand 

why love and determination are minimal pre-requisites for physically visiting those who live around us.  But Joy, our 

daughters Destinee and Tiara, and Nancy Macy, (Nancy is staying with us for 3 months to see if full time service in Haiti 

is God’s will for her life!), took the hike and ascended the mountain, stopping at frequent intervals to visit our neighbors 

who live in abject poverty.  

      Along the path they met Philip Angelynn and Logay who were 

raised Catholic and have 7 children.  They are not attending any 

church and are completely un-discipled.  In response to hearing 

this, Joy  provided them with Bibles, that they didn’t have, and they 

now have asked to come to our house church to hear and study 

Scripture!  Liliyah is a woman who unfortunately lived in Port au 

Prince when the devastating earthquake of 2010 occurred.  She was 

in her home, as the ground began to shake, and her roof was torn 

apart and fell on her back.  She laid there with hundreds of pounds 

of concrete block on her back for a full day before rescue efforts 

showed up and removed her from the rubble.  This event left her 

without the use of her legs.  She has since moved to Tessae and 

now sits on her porch all day and puts herself to bed with the help 

of a donated walker.  She has confessed a saving faith in Jesus 

Christ to us, but she cannot attend church and she can’t read (she 

was saved a year ago, secondary to a friend who was a ‘Protestant’ 

and shared the gospel with her).  So Joy brought her an audio Bi-

ble, that circumvents the problem of frequently encountered Hai-

tian illiteracy (we have several that were donated by Ken Lauten-

bach who also donates containers of food to CHARIS), so she can 

now sit on her porch and listen to the Word of God!  We are also 

bringing church to her as we go up, sit on her porch and discuss 

Scripture.  Alfredo is Lilyah’s nephew and as Joy, Destinee, Tiara 

and Nancy were finishing up their initial visit with Liliyah, Alfredo 

grabbed Joy’s hand and said, “I want to know Jesus”.  Excitedly 

Joy presented the gospel to him which he accepted with great hap-

piness, and this led to his repenting and receiving Jesus into his life 

on the spot!  Alfredo is 25 years old, married to a woman named 

Achtana, and has a baby girl named Lunediana.   Joy and Nancy, 

along with my daughters, will now go and disciple these believers 

who God, in His perfect grace, has placed us in direct contact 

with—Thank You Lord!!   

     The new home that we are in also came with a caretaker who 

has cared for this home for many years.  His name is Jean Sene, and when we asked him if he had a relationship with 

Christ he told us that he hears about God, Jesus and church, but he has never attended a church or had anyone tell him 

about Jesus.  He also, unfortunately, can’t read.  So Joy gave him an audio Bible and began to sit with him and tell him 

about Jesus.  Jean Sene has honestly not stopped listening to his audio Bible since he received it, and he tells us that the 

stories that he is listening to make his heart happy and are changing his life!  Joy recently shared Revelation 3:20-21 with 

Jean Sene and it brought him to literal tears proving that the Holy Spirit is regenerating this man’s heart, “Behold, I stand 

at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.  He who 

overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” This is 

just a few of the many interactions that we have had the pleasure of experiencing with our new neighbors.  Please pray 

Logay and Phillip and their youngest child, Wilbelner 

Joy, Nancy and Destine Mavoy praying with Alfredo 



that the Holy Spirit penetrates this mountainside through our witness.  I also want to urge all of you reading this to continually 

share your faith and the gospel of Jesus Christ which ignited your faith.  As Peter so perfectly states, “..sanctify Christ as Lord in 

your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you..” (1 Peter 3:15).   

     The vodou ministry, that God is performing through CHARIS, has taken a turn that I did not expect to occur so quickly.  

God had placed it heavily upon my heart that as soon as I got back on the ground for a sustained period of time, to waste no 

time in returning to sharing the gospel of Christ with vodou priests.  So my co-evangelist, Destine Mavoy, and I set back out 

onto this field of ministry immediately upon my return.  The first few days we focused on revisiting camps in Peredo that we 

have been working in for months-years.  I experienced great joy when I visited priest Charistan’s camp and found his family 

and friends just as on fire for the Lord as they were when I had last seen them.  When we arrived at the camp they all wanted 

to have a Bible study, and feeling the zeal of their spirits and taking into consideration that no church will welcome them and 

our house church is too far for them to come consistently, God impressed it upon my heart to bring church to them.  So I 

told Charistan and his wife that we would come every Sunday at 1:00 PM and hold an interactive church service.  He excitedly 

accepted, and when we showed up on that first Sunday, Charistan, his wife and children, and members of the community were 

all there dressed up to the best of their ability, with their Bibles, that CHARIS  had given them, in hand (all of the Bibles have 

been donated by you, so thank you for making it possible 

for the Word of God to be placed in homes in Haiti)!!  

What a blessing for me personally to witness.  It brought 

Scripture to my mind in which Paul speaks to the church 

that he planted at Thessalonica, “For what is our hope, or joy, 

or crown of rejoicing?  Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord 

Jesus Christ at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy” (1 Thes-

salonians 2:19-20).  Any evangelist who returns to an area 

that God allowed him/her to plant spiritual seeds in, and 

sees the church thriving and maturing through the work of 

the Holy Spirit, receives the honor of experiencing true 

Christian joy!  My heart has not been at complete peace 

though due to the fact that Charistan, the vodou priest of 

this camp, has refused to repent and receive Christ second-

ary to his persistent, yet erroneous belief that he owes his demon a large debt.  After our second week of services it became 

overtly noticeable that Charistan was engaged and interactive within the Bible studies, an occurrence that had not previously 

been witnessed.  Following that second service, Charistan approached, pulled me aside, and told me that he wanted to repent 

and accept Christ into his life, but he wanted to pray with me privately so we set a date for that week.  When I returned he 

indeed repent, gave his life to the Lord and was born again as a Christian!!!  He wants me to come and join him in painting 

over all of the demonic symbolism and drawings on and around his property and he wants to learn Scripture.  He told me af-

ter we prayed that he never thought that he could be freed from the demon, and he never thought that God cared about him 

enough to send a man from another country to share the truth of the gospel with him.  I checked on him during the week, as I 

came to his home unannounced, and I found him in his field with his sons manually breaking up fallow ground with pick axes 

and planting a large garden of banana trees.  When he saw me he said hi and he and his sons disappeared around the back of 

the house.  They came out 10 minutes later, bathed and dressed nicely with their Bibles in hand saying that they were ready to 

study!!  I wasn’t even there to study, but we ended up spending two hours in the Word!!  I have also spoken with Charistan’s 

wife and children who have told me that he no longer smokes or drinks rum—two thing that he was heavily addicted to be-

fore the truth of the gospel was revealed to him!  I hope that this inspires every one reading this as this proves that God can turn 

even the most vile and evil people toward Him.  Three years ago Charistan was a vodou priest involved in the dark arts of demonic 

worship and took part in human sacrifice to appease the demon and gain impressive levels of power and magic.  But I am here to 

tell you that the Holy Spirit is more powerful then Satan’s greatest weapons, and God is capable of even the most seemingly impos-



sible things.  It took 3 years of long, hard work, but when I consider the result of the labor—it was no sacrifice at all.  Just 

think, a vodou priest, who was one of Satan’s finest workers, will now be present in heaven—Praise the Lord!!  “I now send 

you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” (Acts 26:17-18). 

     In addition to this great win for the Kingdom of God in Haiti, other vodou priests are now hearing the gospel for the first 

time.  About 3 weeks ago, our driver, Jean Dady Thomas, began to become very interested in the vodou aspect of the minis-

try.  As a result of this we began talking a lot about vodou and certain powerful priests that are known around the area.  He 

asked me if I was interested in going to Cayes Jacmel, a city that lies just West of where we are living, and seeing where the 

most notoriously powerful and evil priests live.  I felt prompted by the Holy Spirit to say yes, and so we began this tour of the 

homes of various priests.  Upon doing this, I quickly discerned that a much higher level of vodou was about to present itself.  

The houses that Dady was showing me were virtually mansions with armed security protecting Satan’s disciples inside.  As we 

would drive past the homes I couldn’t write down directions fast enough.  As I took in all that I was seeing, I began to sense 

the urgency that these vodou priests, who were worshipping and serving demons, needed to hear the Gospel of Christ.  To 

make the money that these men were obviously making, a high level of sacrifice was being performed, and in the more rare 

cases humans were not out of the question!  Let’s fast forward to 3 weeks later, and God has now allowed me to have initial 

meetings with 15 of these new priests.  I don’t usually do this, but these vodou priests and priestesses are so deeply en-

trenched into the darkest, and most lucrative, aspects of vodou, that I am going to list them all by name for the sole reason of 

asking you to pray for them.  Here are the names of the 15 new priests that I have seen in a very short period of time—they 

are listed in no specific order (some I only know by their first names and others their full names, and whether they are a 

vodou priest-hougan, or a vodou priestess-mambo, will be designated after their name): Carlo (hougan), Cilibien (hougan), 

Marithe (mambo), Cereste (hougan), Jean Andrenal Lendi (hougan), Chrisnova (hougan), Lucien Charles (hougan-known by 

the name Telician, prounounced te-lee-cee-en), Esther (mambo), Fan Fan (hougan known informally as Chu-bee), Ilio Thom-

as (hougan), Evanes (hougan), Jonas (hougan), Tikafou (hougan), Kriket (hougan), Y-Octov (hougan).  It would take several 

chapters of a book to give you full descriptions of each of these individuals, but what I will tell you is 2 of these men are re-

sponsible for the organization and practice of all aspects of vodou in Sud Est (one of the 10 states of Haiti).  One of them 

works only for Americans who come to Haiti in search of cures to terminal diseases through the summoning of ‘healing’ de-

mons in vodou (interestingly this same hougan told me that it is not an infrequent occurrence for protestant pastors to come 

to him asking for help in growing their congregations!).  Another one of these men is in his 80’s and told me that he has prac-

ticed vodou for 70 years!  Another hougan listed above 

has reportedly committed multiple human sacrifices to 

gain impressive power even to the point of healing a 

close relative of his several years ago who was diag-

nosed with terminal cancer and given only a few 

weeks to live.  No matter what level of human 

evil, perversion, and depravity that we deal with 

or witness in our lives as Christians, it must be 

remembered that everyone deserves to hear the 

saving words of the gospel of Christ. Nothing, 

and I mean nothing that any of these men and wom-

en have done in this life, is outside of God’s for-

giveness if they willingly repent and receive God’s 

grace seen and made possible through the death and 

resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ!  Lastly, when 

one of the hougans that I visited revealed his face, he 

had no nose and scarring all over his lower face.  It 

was told to us that the demon took part of his face, 
One of the many vodou ceremonial pits I’ve visited in the last month. 
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Mission Statement 
 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path and 
goals of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses on the 
unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering that our 

success is completely dependent on the will of God, the gospel of Christ  
and the power of the Holy Spirit working effectively through us, His willing servants. 

Donate Online or by Mail: (One Time or Monthly) 
To make a secure online donation using your credit card, log onto www.charis4haiti.com or send a personal 
check or money order to the following address:         
 

                      CHARIS, Inc., 3015 E. New York Street, A-2, #295 
                      Aurora, IL  60504 

and that when he performs ceremonies and the demon is summoned, his ears transform into huge flapping pieces of skin that 

appear like an elephant’s ears.  I know that this all sounds outside of the boundaries of reason, but I can assure you that none 

of this is embellished, but rather reported by multiple sources and definitely within the realm of Satan’s tactics.  There is so 

much more to tell, but I am not trying to shock anyone through this writing, but rather I am trying to relay to the best of my 

ability how important and urgent this work is, and the only way to defeat Satan in his territory is through direct confrontation 

and prayer!  We greatly need your prayers!!  Please pray that the power of demons in Haiti is made ineffective through the pow-

er of the Holy Spirit.  Please pray that these priests and priestesses get to both hear the gospel and experience the power and 

authority of Christ.  Additionally, pray that we are given the boldness, courage, and love that is required to enter these dark lo-

cations and illuminate them with the truth taught by the Holy Spirit!! 

     There are so many blessings occurring within this ministry, and I 

just wish that all of you could be here with us experiencing every 

one of them.  We currently have four college interns living with us 

for 8 weeks, and it is an honor to be used by God to provide a min-

istry experience for them outside of America.  Watching each of 

them respond to the Holy Spirit’s promptings, witnessing their will-

ingness to step outside of their comfort zones and develop a greater 

spiritual depth is rewarding for Joy and I.  Please pray for Destinee, 

Kyle, Zoe and Ethan as they came to Haiti to step out of America 

and into a mission experience that would allow them quiet time with 

the Lord and a hopeful realization of God’s will for their lives!  

CHARIS also just purchased land for the construction of a 

church in Marigot.  As mentioned previously, this is construction 

that God has made possible through a very generous and timely do-

nation as the congregation has greatly outgrown our old living room at the house church.  We are also currently being asked to 

plant churches in Tesse, Caye Jacmel, Peredo and DuPont by residents that we are discipling in these respective villages—so 

please be in prayer with us that God raises up donors to set up beacons of light amongst the darkness of Haiti.  I also apologize 

about the delay in getting this newsletter out.  We have been having big problems with connecting to the internet, which has 

made all correspondence overly difficult.  We are in the process of trying to correct this.  Well God bless all of you, and please 

pray for the ministry of CHARIS and ask God how he wants you to be involved in this ministry.  God’s work is worth all of 

our best efforts, and it is our prayer that you find this out through experience and intimacy with our Lord!  

Malcolm’s view as he sits with a new vodou priest. 


