
       By Malcolm Henderson, MD 

          “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I could 

wish you were cold or hot.  So then, because you are lukewarm, 

and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  

Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need 

of nothing’---and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, 

poor, blind, and naked.”  -Revelation 3:15-17 

The Prescribed Life…, 

Do we ever stop and ask ourselves why God allowed us to be born in America?  Having travelled extensively it always 

amazes me how unique America is when compared to other countries. For lack of a better term, America is the 

‘Disneyland’ of the world.  We have wealth, medical care, clean water, food, policemen, a military, televisions in 

every home, gaming consoles, iphones and ipads, job opportunities, and the ability to move vertically within social 

class systems—we have it all.  But, what we consider a blessing may be exactly what is producing the greatest 

depth of spiritual apathy seen in recent Christian history.   

     God has blessed us, not to hoard, buy, and sell things in an effort to build up our own little kingdoms.  

Rather, God has placed us within America to provide us with the historically unprecedented ability to spread 

the gospel and build His kingdom on the earth.  If you or I wanted to be in China tomorrow we could be—most 

of the world could never make that claim.  Bibles in multiple languages are freely available in our country.  We also 

have enough money collectively, as Christians, to fund ministries around the world to the fullest extent.  So the 

question is, why are over 3 billion people in this world still completely unreached for Christ, not having 

heard the gospel?  It is because Satan has taken what God purposed for the greatest evangelistic capability 

in the history of the world, and twisted it to seduce our sinful nature, and this has been effective.  Our wealth 

and comfort has become a sort of drug that we are addicted to causing us all to walk around in a semi-

conscious state of euphoric spiritual inebriation that feels really good, but at the cost of our efficacy in 

performing the great commission. 

      If you choose to turn a blind eye towards what is at stake spiritually in this world, if you choose to succumb to 

fear when it comes to stepping out of your comfort zone, if you choose to nurture and build up your own 

‘Christianity’ week after week in church, but never choose to share the gospel with those who haven’t heard it—you 

are not even spiritually awake—you are sleeping!  A coma inducing mist has settled over your life, and while you 

are enjoying the ‘good life’ in America, people around the world are dying never having heard the gospel of 

Christ!   

     Allow me to get blunt for a moment to make this point.  Do your fingernails receive more funding and care 

then those who are dying in the developing world?  Does your car sit every night in a better ‘home’ (the 

garage) then most humans on this earth have?  Do you spend more money on coffee then ensuring that the 

gospel reaches the ends of the earth?  Does your fear of giving up what you have dictate the extent of your 

Biblically commanded duty to share the gospel with all nations.  Do your pets receive more love and support 

from you then humans made in the image of God do in other countries?  What a shame this is—how far we 

have fallen from a Biblically instructed way of life.  It doesn’t have to be this way though.  We can change this by 

refusing to be overcome by the opiate effect of wealth, materialism, comfort and security.  God never promises any of 

these things on the earth while we live in obedience to Him, but what He does promise is eternal reward and riches in 

heaven beyond anything that we can imagine!  So let’s willingly step out of the American opium hut, and soberly 

step into God’s will, free from deception, and boldly go into the world and share the gospel with those who 

need the Holy Spirit Who exists within us!  The only hope for the world is us—the sons and daughters of the 

most high God.  “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 

which shall be revealed in us.  For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly awaits for the revealing of the sons 

of God.” (Romans 8:18-19).  Reveal the Holy Spirit to the world through revealing yourself—His dwelling 

place!  What a position of honor we hold, what an awesome and all powerful God we serve! 



     This newsletter will discuss missions, there im-

portance and a call to action in a world that will die 

without our commitment to the commands of Scrip-

ture.  CHARIS has been blessed and honored to lead 

teams of Christians who willingly travel down to Haiti 

to witness and take part in the work that the Holy Spir-

it is doing through those who choose to be obedient to 

the command of the great commission spoken by 

Christ.  The words of Christ, recorded in Scripture are 

as follows, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 

and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20).  Too 

many Christians, especially in the United States, find this command difficult to obey.  Travelling to other nations is difficult, 

intimidating, and expensive; foreign languages are difficult to learn, the countries that most desperately need the gospel 

are dangerous with unstable governments, and intestinal, parasitic and mosquito borne diseases are no fun to contract.  

Most would rather just stay in the comfort of their own homes, neighborhoods, environments and country, never venturing 

out into the frightening world of unfamiliar sights, sounds, and people groups. 

     Are these excuses relevant to God?  Does our Creator give our disobedience a pass due to our exalted status as Ameri-

cans?   We know the answer to these questions, but the unfortunate truth is that the sense of urgency for lost souls that 

God expects us to possess can more realistically be described as a sense of indifference at best.  Before we look at the cur-

rent state of world missions, a point needs to be made.  Christians are believers in Jesus Christ and know that He is the only 

way to God, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6).  If you 

are a believer than you are a disciple (follower or student) of Christ.  Therefore we, as believers/disciples, are no less 

called, chosen, and commissioned than the first twelve disciples!  Furthermore, a person’s last words are usually of 

great significance and importance.  The fact that the last recorded words of Christ in Scripture consist of a direct command 

commissioning His followers to spread the gospel and make more disciples, reveals the great importance that this com-

mand possesses for Christians across post Messianic generations.  So the great commission is undoubtedly written to all 

Christians, and the fact that it is written as a command and not an option, places the failure to obey into the category 

of sin—“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” (James 4:17),  and, “And that serv-

ant who knew his master’s will, and did 

not prepare himself or do according to 

his will, shall be beaten with many 

stripes.” (Luke 12:47).   

    Now let’s consider the seriousness of 

this situation through recent statistics in 

missions.  

- Three billion people have never heard 

the gospel, and there are only 5000 to 

7000 missionaries working amongst these 

3 billion worldwide.  This means that 

amongst those people in the world who 

have never heard the gospel, there is one 

Christian missionary for every 500,000 

unreached persons.  Compare this to 

the situation in America where there is 

Mission trip team member witnessing to Nadia, who after hearing 

about God’s unfailing love, deeply desired to know Him more. 

Malcolm sharing the Gospel with people in Peredo;  

Destine Mavoy is translating using the Haitian Creole Bible. 

BLESSED TO BLESS! 



one Christian worker for every 230 

people!   

- There are 7,010 distinct languages in 

the world and 5,199 of them are not 

translated into the Bible.   

- 80,000 unsaved people die every 

day!  This averages out to 3,333 un-

saved people dying every hour, or 55 

every minute!  This means that every 

minute 55 unsaved people are brought 

before the judgment seat of Christ 

having never heard the gospel from 

us, sons and daughters of God! 

 - 94% of all Christian missionaries 

work in areas of the world that have 

already been evangelized, leaving only 

6% of missionaries responsible for the entire unreached world!  An area called the 10/40 window contains 97% of the 

world’s unreached people groups, and this area only receives 6% of the world’s Christian missionaries!  Consider this: 

Avon and Amway combined have 14 times more representatives in the United States alone than the church of Jesus Christ 

in the world!  This shows where our priorities lie! 

 - Only 9% of the world speaks English, yet 94% of all ordained preachers of the gospel in the world minister to this 9% 

who speak English (many ‘preachers’ in the world aren’t educated or ordained).  

-  96% of all Christian finances in the world are spent in the United States which contains only 6% of the world’s popula-

tion.  This leaves only 4% of all Christian money available for the funding and support of missionary efforts to reach 94% of 

the world!  

    I could go on and on but I believe that an undeniable truth is evident here.  The great commission is not being per-

formed, funded, supported, prioritized or focused upon by those of us in this world who God has best equipped to do 

it.  So, in essence, we must come to the regrettable conclusion that collectively, Christians in America just do not 

care about the unreached people groups of the world who have never heard the gospel and don’t have access to Bibles 

translated into their language.  This forces us to ask why?  Why don’t we care?—and if we do, why aren’t we driven to radi-

cal obedience of the great commission, fueled by a zealous sense of urgency for sharing the gospel amongst the lost?  It 

should horrify us to think that millions of people are dying every year destined for eternal torment and no one ever came 

to them with the saving words of the gospel! 

     I hear many reasons for not performing the great commission and going into the world.  All of these reasons can be di-

rectly refuted by studying Scripture.  “I’m not called to this work”, or “I am praying about my calling”.  This thinking is 

erroneous when Scriptural truth is considered.  The great commission is written to all believers as a command—so 

what are we praying about?  God has revealed His will for our lives very clearly through Scripture—go into the world, 

as the fragrance of Christ, and share the gospel everywhere.  So praying for God to reveal His will for your life lies 

along the same lines as asking your math teacher what subject she wants you to study in her class.  The assignment has 

been given, and thus the only thing left to pray is, “Lord WHERE do You want me to go and share the gospel of your Son’s 

life, death, resurrection, and ascension? 

    This creates a segway into the next excuse commonly used for not ‘going’ into the world.  “Why should we go to other 

countries?  There is plenty of work in the United States to be done” or, “I feel that I am called to the United States, so I am 

staying here”.   Taking into consideration the statistics we just viewed I want to ask everyone who poses this ques-

With Esterlin translating for him, one of our board members, Marcus Schrader, 

witnesses to those he meets in Cite Soliel—the poorest slum city in all of Haiti. 



tion, how much witness does the United States need?  Considering that the United States makes up 5-6% of the 

world, in terms of population, it is rational to conclude that we require, at the most, about 5% of the world’s Christian re-

sources (missionaries, teachers, preachers, evangelists, etc.).  Thinking in those terms we shouldn’t ask are we called out 

of the country—the more appropriate question would be are we called to stay?  The fact that over 90% of the world’s 

resources are utilized in the U.S. appears to uncover an unfortunate truth.  Comfort is the determining factor when it 

comes to where we want to perform ministry, and this is completely unbiblical!  This is sinful, and as Americans we will 

have to answer for our selfishness and hoarding of resources along with our defiant refusal to go into the world as full time 

Christian workers.  Is a church sound system more important than a witness and Bibles for the unreached?  Should we be 

content with constructing million dollar buildings that we call churches when Christ came to do away with ‘temple’ worship 

(John 4:21)?   Are we not instructed in Scripture to “share in the sufferings of Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:5, 1 Peter 4:13, Romans 

8:17).  Aren’t we instructed to count the cost of discipleship before we even sign up for this life of following Christ 

(Matthew 8:18-22, Luke 14:25-33)?  With all of this Scriptural support of living a life of suffering for the sake of the gospel, 

let me ask, when was the last time we did something truly outside of our comfort zones that could, in essence, be referred 

to as suffering, for the sake of the gospel?  When Paul says “let your conduct by worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philippians 

1:27), do we understand what that entails?  We 

should completely sacrifice our lives, abandon 

our fleshly desires, refuse to live by standards set 

by the world, and surrender ourselves completely 

to the cause of Christ to ensure that no one in 

this world can say that they never had an oppor-

tunity to hear the gospel.  

     What describes your life as a Christian in Ameri-

ca?  Are you described by your profession, social 

status, neighborhood, church, or denomination 

or, are you described as an ambassador, a so-

journer, a stranger, or a counter-cultural Biblical 

adherent that the world just doesn’t understand? 

If you are allowing yourself to be defined by society 

rather than by the Biblical definition of a follower of Christ, you are deceived and depriving yourself of the abundant Chris-

tian life in which your joy is defined by your spiritual life and never the health, security, and abundance of your physical life!  

It is time for prophetic voices to stand up and tell the truth, and if Biblical truth is offensive or off setting to us, then 

our ‘Christianity’ is in dire need of reassessment and reconsideration to judge its authenticity.  

     At the beginning of this writing I applauded those who have come to Haiti to see what God is doing.  Going to the lost is 

definitely difficult, but it quickly becomes satisfying when one gets the honor of witnessing the power of the Holy Spirit 

through the sharing of the gospel.  What our mission teams quickly observe  is how low lying the fruit is amongst the un-

reached.  We have had individuals, on our mission teams, lead people to Christ in a single encounter!  How can this 

be?  This occurs because the gospel is good news to those who are in bondage to poverty, disease, and demonic tribal reli-

gions.  When they hear about the love of God, Christ’s willing sacrifice for humanity, the simplicity of entering into a rela-

tionship with Christ, the forgiveness of sin, the freedom, and the eternal reward of heaven-they are overjoyed, instantly 

regenerated, and their life and eternity is changed in front of your eyes as the leash of demons is broken by the arms of 

God extending out of you through your witness!  The awesome thing about missions is that you get the blessed opportuni-

ty to sow and reap in the same encounter!  Doesn’t Christ speak about this in his conversation with His disciples fol-

lowing His interaction with the Samaritan woman at the well, “Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the 

fields, for they are already white for harvest!  And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal 

life..” (John 4:35-36). What a blessing it is to live during this time of redemptive history!   

      



Do not make the error of mistaking America’s 

material blessings as rewards for us to misuse 

through the building of huge churches, big 

homes and our own little personal kingdoms of 

assets and things.  We are blessed so that we can 

bless the world with the gospel—God has gracious-

ly equipped us with the greatest ability to spread 

the gospel internationally in the history of man-

kind!  So what are we afraid of?  Just look at what 

God promises us if we walk in His will and live our 

lives in obedience to His Biblical instructions.  He 

promises to be with us until the end (Matthew 

28:20).  He promises to empower us (Acts 1:8), to 

lead us (Isaiah 48:17), to be our rear guard (Isaiah 

58:8), to guide us (Isaiah 58:11), to strengthen us (Isaiah 41:10), and to protect us (2 Thessalonians 3:3).  We will have abso-

lutely no excuse when we stand in front of our Sovereign Lord, as to why we didn’t spread the gospel in radical obedience 

to His commands.  Our only excuse will be apathy, and I fear what will result from that chosen posture toward God and His 

Word.  If Matthew 25:31-46 is true—and we know that it is—God reveals that He knows us through our care for the ‘least of 

these’.  If you consider the truth surrounding that fact it is frightening!  If we don’t care for the least of these, then will 

God even know you?  If He doesn’t know you, then Matthew 7:21-23 will obtain a front and center relevance in your 

eternal status.  We do not want to put ourselves in risk of standing at the door of heaven and knocking, only to hear,  

“I never knew you” because we didn’t listen to or obey the will of the Father, which will result in God saying, “depart from Me 

you who practice lawlessness”. 

     It is time to start living out our Christianity in radical obedience to the Word of God.  Is your Christian life defined by 

Scripture, or refined by the world?  If people only know that you are a Christian because your car is parked in the church 

parking lot every Sunday morning, something is missing in your walk with Christ. It’s hard to be the hands and feet of Christ 

when we only surround ourselves with other believers.  If you really think about it, there has been a loud witness for Christ 

in America and Western Europe for centuries.  But now, unfortunately, Western Europe is teeming with atheism while its 

economies are collapsing, and America is following, in like fashion, as we are tolerating everything while the atheist voice 

continually gains social traction, and our economic collapse is eminent.  Doesn’t Christ tell his disciples, when He sends 

them out in Matthew 10:5-15, that if a town rejects your words, leave that town and dust your sandals off, and, “it will be 

more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomor-

rah in the day of judgment than for that city!”  

What He doesn’t tell them to do is to keep re-

entering that town, He doesn’t say to keep trying, 

and He doesn’t say to remain there until they 

accept the disciples witness.  One witness at-

tempt—and if they reject it, leave and go to an-

other town that needs to hear. 

     I know that this will sound incredibly heartless, 

but I feel strongly that God is prompting me to 

write this.  The time to leave America is upon us.  

America, along with Western Europe, has reject-

ed the truth of the gospel after centuries of overt-

ly available Christian witness, and like the 12 that 

Christ sent out, we can now leave, shake the dust 

off of our sandals, and go to those who have nev-

er heard.   
Pastor Valkanet  leads one of our neighbors in the  

village of Marigot to the Lord! 

Another one of our board members, Kyle Ramsey,  

praying with families in Marigot. 
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Mission Statement 
 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path and 
goals of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses on the 
unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering that our 

success is completely dependent on the will of God, the gospel of Christ  
and the power of the Holy Spirit working effectively through us, His willing servants. 

Donate Online or by Mail: (One Time or Monthly) 
To make a secure online donation using your credit card, log onto www.charis4haiti.com 
Or send a personal check or money order to the following address:         

                      CHARIS, Inc. 
                      3015 E. New York Street 
                      A-2, #295 
                      Aurora, IL  60504 

Throwing “pearls to pigs” (Matthew 7:6), is commanded against in Scripture, and I fear that staying here, where there is so 

much availability of the gospel through churches, pastors, Bibles, etc. is falling into the category of throwing pearls to pigs.  

Let’s share the gospel and the Holy Spirit, Who is within us, with the billions of people who haven’t had the opportunity to 

hear—we not only owe this to the world, but we are, more importantly, Biblically commanded, and thus expected, to do 

this.  Don’t disobey, the cost of disobedience is too great!  

     I have a great love for my country and my fellow Americans, but I have a greater love for my heavenly Father and His 

holy Word—the Bible.  I constantly hear pastors encouraging or giving words of encouragement.  I feel that our apathy and 

indifference towards missions and the lost world is not to be encouraged.  Encouraging mediocrity should be no part of our 

faith as I couldn’t imagine Jesus encouraging our contemporary consumer Christian mindset.  Maybe it’s time for convic-

tion, challenge and rebuke from the pulpit.  We must stand up for our Lord in a culture that blasphemes Him daily, we 

must have a sense of urgency for those who have never heard the gospel, and we must have a strong desire to break 

Satan’s stronghold in this world.  The only people who 

can possibly do this are you and I through the power of 

the Holy Spirit within us.  Remind yourself daily what 

the mystery of Christianity is, as revealed in Colossians.  

The mystery of Christianity that every Old Testament 

prophet wanted to know, this mystery that even angels 

desire to look into, is summed up in 3 words, “Christ in 

you” (Colossian 1:27).  This is the mystery that will con-

quer the world, topple Satan’s work on this earth, free 

people from demonic bondage, and set the world free!  

Have courage, have righteous anger at the state of the 

world today, refuse to be lulled to spiritual sleep by me-

dia, comforts, wealth, sports, self, etc.  We must do 

this—the world is counting on us.  Please join me in this 

spiritual warfare so when we arrive in heaven we will hear, 

“well done My good and faithful servant.”  Spiritually awak-

en and let’s fight the good fight.  Let’s end this discussion 

with the words of Paul in Ephesians 5:14 that are very rele-

vant for American Christianity, “Awake you who sleep, 

arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light”       

AMEN! 

A mission trip team member shares one of her  

favorite scriptures with Tantan. 


