
      Do you love your life?  When you love something deeply, everyone knows it.  When people see your 

wife happy, provided for, healthy and in love, the love that you are providing is obvious.  When people 

look at your life is the love that you are providing it obvious?  Big homes, manicured lawns, big 

televisions, designer clothes, 80 hours a week at work climbing the corporate ladder, etc., all reveal a love 

of life due to your passion, concern, and enthusiasm for it.  So what’s wrong with this, and why does 

Scripture say that loving life will result in losing your life?  To answer this question we must ask another 

one—Does your life draw people to you, or does it draw people to Christ?  This is the only question of 

relevance for Christians, and the answer, if you love your life, is obvious—your love for your life will draw 

people to you because “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21).   

      With that said, what would life look like if your treasure was Christ?  Well, if your treasure is truly 

Christ, then you would hate your life in this world—and this is because Satan is the prince of this world 

and thus, we face constant, and sometimes crippling, opposition.  So if we are focused on Christ then we 

are obeying His words, we are sharing the gospel, we are being hated by the world, we are suffering with 

Christ, and life is hard (“narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few 

who find it.” –Matthew 7:14).  So are you walking down the broad road of conformity, loving your life 

along with a world that is busy “storing up treasure on earth” in their futile efforts to somehow prove their 

own worth, or are you walking the difficult road that is lonely and full of demonic opposition? Losing your 

life is the result of a devoted following of Christ, but where are you following Him to?  Where is He leading 

you?  

      If you surrender your life to Christ, He will reveal His plan for you in this world.  We know, through 

Scripture, that this plan involves two definite things—the gospel of Christ being spread, and God being 

glorified.  Notice that your life, security, health, wealth, degrees, and popularity have no part of this 

plan—it is focused purely and solely on God!  So we do not need to pray about, or wonder what God 

wants us to do—we know!  So the only thing left in our realm of uncertainty is where God wants us to go 

to tell others about Christ’s saving work on the cross and glorify His name in doing so.  This is what needs 

to be revealed to us.  Therefore, we are to ‘follow’ Christ where He wants us to proclaim Him, and since 

we know that we were “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10), He is already there—waiting for us to obey and arrive on our field of 

Christian duty.  For my family and I, that was Haiti—so God was waiting there for us to arrive—and only 

when we did, did we walk into the true purpose of our life that came with the Biblically commanded pre-

requisite of ‘hating’ our own lives, or better put, dying to ourselves.  Where is God waiting for you to show 

up in obedience—you can bet that it’s not your couch in front of your television.  Go to Him, because as 

God says so perfectly through John in this verse, “where I am there my servant will be also.”! 

       By Malcolm Henderson, MD 

     “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life  
in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If anyone serves Me, let 
him follow Me; and where I am there My servant will be also.  If 
anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.”   -John 12:25-26 
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“Come, see!” 

 

     Mission trips, or short term missions, are both terms that refer to a 

group of Christians, usually from the same church or profession, who 

pay to go to a country to perform various services for the indigenous 

people in the respective country.  These trips have become so popular, 

and such a mainstay in churches today, that they have demanded the 

attention of not only church leaders, but also secularists who want to 

know if these trips are truly serving the purpose that they have been 

designed to perform.  Do those volunteering to go on these trips 

get their expectations met, whatever those might be?  In addition, 

do the people, indigenous to the country that is being travelled to, 

receive the ‘benefits’ of the service that is performed, and how 

exactly do we define a successful mission trip from either sides 

perspective?  Books on this topic have been written by both Christian 

and secular authors. Churches have focus groups, meetings, and con-

gregational discussions concerning these trips, and church boards sit 

and plan what countries their congregants can travel to in the name of 

missions.  

     My wife and I are very aware of all the pandemonium that sur-

rounds these trips.  Cynicism, support, criticism, and questions sur-

round the subject of short term missions, and since we just recently returned from a CHARIS led mission trip, I 

thought it appropriate to weigh in on this topic so that all of you, our CHARIS family, can know where we 

stand on this somewhat inflammatory and controversial subject.  After we arrived in Haiti, and had been there sev-

eral months, I had the opportunity to see mission trips from the other side.  As I sat with our Haitian neighbors and 

friends and viewed mission teams driving through town, or performing ‘services’ in the urban areas, I honestly began to 

loathe the entire concept of short term missions.  Very expensive Range Rovers with darkly tinted windows would 

drive by, the windows would slowly lower as the SUV drove into areas with people, and the cameras would start clicking.  

A few of the people inside would wave, but as they drove on the windows would go back up, all the while the eyes of the 

Haitian occupants of the front seat would continually dart left to right as their guns are made as noticeable as their arro-

gance.  On one occasion, as 

Joy and I sat with our neigh-

bor and watched as these SU-

V’s drove by, our neighbor 

angrily said in Creole, “I hate 

those Christians”.  My initial 

reaction was one of horror as 

I heard those words, but as I 

began to process the entire 

experience and view it from 

the eyes of my Haitian broth-

er, it made complete sense to 

me.  In essence, these short 

term ‘missionaries’ were en-

joying a human safari—keep 

your hands and arms in the 

vehicle, you may take pic-

tures, and don’t worry—if any of 

them get to close we will shoot 

Malcolm standing in a vodou pit with three vodou priests  

whom he is currently having Bible studies with. 

Kyle Ramsey with his “adopted” Haitian family 



them.  Are we talking about humans here, or 

wild animals?   

     The problem with short term missions is 

that a great majority of them focus on con-

struction, painting, or medical and, through 

adherence to these ‘service’ trip models, 

the spiritual needs of the people are 

trumped by the physical needs.  Unfortu-

nately, short term mission trips are con-

cerned, to a much greater extent, with build-

ing schools and orphanages than building the 

Kingdom of God through sharing the gos-

pel.  Even if one was to say, building things 

isn’t all bad, I would have to argue pointing 

out that building structures, under the ban-

ner of church affiliated missions, is completely unbiblical and a gross misuse of funds.  With that said, I must interject 

here that CHARIS has construction teams coming to Haiti to build schools to give children a place to learn.  My problem 

isn’t with construction trips per se, but rather with churches, who represent the body of Christ, going on them and calling 

it mission work.  The team that volunteers for CHARIS is made up of professionals, who come down as a Christian con-

struction team, they pay their own way, and while they work they teach the Haitians better methods of building,  and also 

purchase and donate machinery that greatly aids the Haitians giving them the ability to perform the work quicker with 

less physical labor.  Also, they come down independently to perform construction—they are not with a church.  In our 

country where 200 million people claim to be Christians, but less than 5% of them will ever share their faith, we 

need church mission trips to be focused on sharing the gospel with the lost, and leave construction to those 

who do it professionally and aren’t coming with a church.  Another popular ‘service project’ involves painting build-

ings—are we serious?  Who in their right mind would pay 1,500 dollars to go paint walls?  Medical is a definite need, but 

how often, in the overwhelming demands of a clinic day, do we get to truly share the gospel with the people?  The real 

problem though, with all of this can be summed up in one question: are we sharing the gospel with the people?  

If we are Christians and truly adhere to Biblical truth, then why are we doing things that the Bible doesn’t support?  No-

where in Scripture do we see Jesus, Paul, or any of the apostles enter a community and ‘serve’ the people 

through building something or painting walls.  Granted, people were building things then as they are now, but 

doesn’t this belong within the realm of humanitarian aid—we are Christians and have something so much greater to offer 

then brick and mortar?  Does the Bible support a physical missions model of build things, paint walls, and treat sickness, 

or does it reveal a spiritual model of, witness to the lost, trans-

form lives and share the cure for depravity and damnation?  In 

Scripture we see Paul and the apostles consumed by a single pur-

pose—sharing the gospel of Christ with the people.  This passion 

for people’s souls is what lead Paul to say, “For I determined 

not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2-3).  In other words, Paul did 

not come with a hammer, paint brush, and nails—he didn’t focus 

all of his desire towards knowing all of the people’s physical ail-

ments or needs.  He had a single eye focused on their spiritual 

need, and that need, for any group of people in any country, is 

Jesus Christ.  I feel very strongly about this Pauline definition of 

missions, and thus CHARIS mission trips reflect this adherence 

to Biblical revelation. 

Justin Kunnari giving guitar lessons to some of Pastor Vincent’s boys 

Joy, loving on a sweet new friend. 



     With that said, I will provide a window 

into what our recent mission trip provided 

both to Haiti, and to the short term mis-

sionaries who went.  Before I get into this 

trip I just want to say that I love how Mother 

Teresa responded to those who asked what she 

needed for her ministry in Calcutta.  When 

someone would ask her, “what can we 

do?”, or, “what do you need?”, Mother Te-

resa would respond with 2 simple words, 

“come, see”.  These are words of wisdom, 

and I, like Mother Teresa, have a strong desire 

for people to come to Haiti and witness both 

the work of Satan, and how God is working, 

and winning, through His servants.  Only then can one have a true understanding, appreciation, and heart for Haiti and 

its people.  So on October 16th, 5 of my personal, close friends did exactly that, they came and saw.  Sparing all of the 

minutiae of the trip, I will share with you what my friends experienced on their mission trip to Haiti.   

     They played with orphaned children and spent time worshipping with them, (“Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of 

our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” –James 1:27).  

They embraced widows, fed them, and provided them with food for a month, (“…the widow within your gates may come, 

eat, and be satisfied.  And the Lord your God will bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” –Deuteronomy 14:29).  We en-

tered the worst slum in Haiti, which also happens to be the most dangerous slum in the Western Hemisphere, and pro-

vided food for the poorest of the poor who were making mud cakes to eat when we arrived, (“Happy is one who cares for 

the poor; the Lord will save him in a day of adversity.” –Psalm 41:1).  It is highly recommended that all who attend our mis-

sion trips become a part of our prayer sponsorship program in which you receive a card with a Haitian family pictured 

on it.  This sponsorship requires no money, only prayer.  Everyone on our trip then gets to meet the family who they 

are praying for, (“Is anyone among you suffering?  He should pray….The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 

much.” –James 5:13 & 16).  Our team also had 

the honor of experiencing a house church ser-

vice, in our living room, where they witnessed 

the poor and destitute, who have nothing, cry-

ing out to the Lord in prayer and worship, 

(“Then looking up at His disciples, He said: You who 

are poor are blessed, because the kingdom of God 

is yours.” –Luke 6:20).  Our team also had the 

privilege of entering a vodou camp that, 

through the Holy Spirit’s work through CHA-

RIS, has been won for the Lord.  One member 

of our team even led a vodouist from another 

camp to the Lord that day, (“I now send you to 

them to open their eyes so they may turn from darkness 

to light and from the power of Satan to God, that by 

faith in Me they may receive forgiveness of 

sins and a share among those who are 

sanctified.” –Acts 26:17-18).  Over the entire 

course of this trip our team rode around in lo-

cal transports (called tap taps), ate local food, 

Pastor Vincent’s Orphanage—These children became orphans 

after the 2010 earthquake took the lives of their parents. 

Marcus and Andrew Schrader with their “adopted” Haitian family 



drank Haitian water out of plastic bags, slept at night 

with no air conditioning despite the temperatures 

soaring to well over 100 degrees, and walked up rug-

ged unpaved mountain sides to get to schools, (I 

have become all things to all men that I might by all 

means save some.  Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I 

may be a partaker of it with you.” -1 Corinthians 9:22-23).   

     This is a Biblical truth that I can’t stress more 

when discussing missions.  We must be willing to 

be all things to all people, not set up little Ameri-

cas in foreign lands.  Range Rovers cost between 

80 and 100,000 dollars.  How can a Christian mission 

possible justify this?  In our community I could sup-

port the education of 16,500 children for a month with that money.  Why do mission homes have guns—what are we 

saying about our God, Who we are claiming to have faith in?  Can a man with a gun can protect us better than our 

heavenly Father who sent us to the mission field? (“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am 

your God.  I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will hold onto you with My righteous right hand.” –Isaiah 

41:10).  

     When you start analyzing a lot of what has become staple features of contemporary mission trips, it reveals two 

things—our comforts are non-negotiable, and we really don’t have faith—and this is regrettable!  On our mission trips 

you must be willing to walk with the people even when it’s hard, talk to the people which requires learning some Cre-

ole, embrace the people even when they are filthy, kiss the people even if they are sick, eat with the people even if the 

food is strange, work with the people even when you are tired, and above all—share the gospel with the people and 

love them even if this is outside of your comfort zone.  If we are not interested in this depth of relationship and com-

mitment, than why are we going anywhere claiming to be Christians?  

      We are very capable of changing the world through Christ—but there is a Biblically revealed pre requisite that 

must be in place for efficacy in missions to become a reality.  Have faith—real faith, because, “without faith it is impossi-

ble to please God, for the one who draws near to Him must believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6).  

Real faith knows that God can take care of your 

children on the mission field.  Genuine faith knows 

that God can protect you from diseases on the mis-

sion field.  True faith knows that God will provide 

for you and protect you from demonic opposition 

on the mission field.  God can do whatever He de-

sires and that means if we are told to go, we don’t 

need to have all of the money in the bank—God is 

bigger than that.  When God told Abraham to go, 

Abraham just started to walk without knowing 

where he was going.  More missionaries need to 

start walking—more people who are called to 

missions need to start walking, because walk-

ing reveals faith, knowing where your going—

that’s God’s knowledge and He will reveal what 

needs to be revealed at the time He desires.  So re-

fuse to accept the world’s definition that has unfor-

tunately become the church’s definition, of what a 

mission trip’s goals are.  If your goal is to build a 

building then join a secular, humanitarian organiza-

tion—there are plenty to choose from.  But, if you 

Malcolm holding Ti-Louie—a very malnourished little boy. 

Alex Kunnari holding Peepo and Alex, two orphan brothers 



are interested in: performing Kingdom building work, embarking on mission trips that demand Satan’s attention, 

shaking the very core of demonic strongholds, and allowing the Holy Spirit to do work through you that you didn’t 

even consider yourself qualified or able to do—then a CHARIS mission trip is for you.  We bring Bibles, not ham-

mers.  We travel with God, not armed guards.  We work in faith, not fear.  We arrive as Christians, not 

Americans, and we perform God’s 

work which is spiritual and eter-

nal, not man’s which is physical 

and temporary.  I pray that your 

heart has been stirred for missions 

and that we will have the honor of 

hosting you in Haiti to serve the least 

of these together.   

                                

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARIS will be unveiling a NEW 

website for the NEW year. 

 

CHARIS                               

would like to express our 

gratitude to Laymen For 

Christ, the Christian 

construction team who 

will be going to Haiti for 

the 3rd “tour” in January 

to construct the final 

school building in 

Macary.  Thank you to all 

the donors who make 

every bit of this ministry 

financially possible. And 

many thanks to YOU for 

choosing to grow together 

with us in FAITH and in 

CHRIST!  

GIVE THANKS! 



Our Family Prayer Sponsorship Program Comes Full Circle  

-Joy Henderson, Missionary to Haiti 

After leading our most recent mission trip, I was able to see, with my own eyes, the family PRAYER sponsorship come full 

circle and my heart overflowed with JOY!  I would first like to personally thank all 200+ of you whom have “adopted” a Haitian 

family to pray for.  I imagine through this intercessory prayer you have found, as we have, that we are all mutually benefiting 

from these international relationships in terms of personal growth in Christ, direct involvement in the Great Commission, and a 

deeper knowledge and understanding of prayers of faith. This “sponsorship” program, that doesn’t cost a dime, divinely 

unites YOU and persons of another nationality, persons of another culture, of another language, of another financial 

standing, and other needs,……and places the two of you on common spiritual ground, in regards to the common spiritual 

need for Jesus, The Savior.  “For ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” I think you would agree that this spon-

sorship is not only unique and non-traditional but Spirit led and thus, it has been full of surprises.  I cannot wait to tell you 

about some of the surprises we saw with the families being prayed for.  One thing, however, that has not surprised me is 

how God, our Father, has been able to work through your prayers for the families FAR MORE than you giving to them 

materially, as most sponsorships require!  Because of this, we have been greatly anticipating the Holy Spirit to reveal Himself 

in ways that Haiti has never experienced before through the power of focused prayer.. and He has! 

     We just finished sending out personal “updates” on your families so you know and understand more clearly each of their 

needs, allowing your prayers to be less generalized and more focused.  So although many of you may know what is going on 

with your individual family, I want to give you all the big picture. God’s Word says, 

“The fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much!”  Indeed, your prayers are 

changing the spiritual landscape of Haiti already!   

Two days of the mission trip were spent walking through the village of Marigot, 

going from house to house and talking with, praying for and listening to the needs 

of each of the families.   We noticed right away that the spiritual “climate” had 

changed.  A village that we once found absent of hope and love for one another 

now was displaying acts of hope and love for their neighbors!  Sharing, for example, 

did not happen before with the children of the neighborhood and now, when we 

passed out candy, the children would ensure their brothers or sisters were getting a 

piece too.  When Cliff bars were being passed out, a couple of the boys insisted that 

Ti-Louie, a little one that is undoubtedly the most malnourished in the village, get 

fed first. Incredible!  Not only that, but many of the fathers of these children are 

returning to their homes and living with the mothers, taking up their responsibility 

for their families!  

This is not a coinci-

dence.  This is not 

“happen-chance”.  

These are ANSWERS 

TO YOUR PRAYERS!   

How do I know?  Meet Haverty, a five year old who lives in Lin-

coln Park, Chicago.  When her family first received their 

“adopted” Haitian family to pray for, they looked at the card and 

studied it.  They saw the names and the faces….and with wonder, 

Haverty questioned “where is the daddy?” Haverty’s mom and 

dad responded, “Well, I’m not sure…but we should pray about 

that!”  Haverty and her family have prayed for this “absentee fa-

ther” every day since then.  Haverty even suggested one day, dur-

ing play time, “oh! I know.  If they don’t have a daddy, I can share 

mine.”  Haverty’s mom told me she cried when she read the e-

mail update on their family that “something interesting is hap-

Magda with her daddy 

Haverty Seaman, holding a picture of her 

“adopted” Haitian  family 
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Mission Statement 
 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path 
and goals of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses 

on the unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering 
that our success is completely dependent on the will of God, the gospel of Christ  

and the power of the Holy Spirit working effectively through us, His willing servants. 

Donate Online or by Mail: (One Time or Monthly) 
To make a secure online donation using your credit card, log onto www.charis4haiti.com 
Or send a personal check or money order to the following address:         

                      CHARIS, Inc. 
                      3015 E. New York Street 
                      A-2, #295 
                      Aurora, IL  60504 

pening in this village of Marigot that directly involves your family – the 

fathers are returning home.”  CHARIS is giving Haverty a new name - 

mustard seed.  Thank you Haverty, your faith has truly moved 

mountains. 

When you receive your family prayer card, there is an open invitation to 

come to Haiti and meet your family.  Every individual on the mission 

trip was able to do this and was overwhelmed by the experience.  To 

visibly see the desperate situation their family is living in, the hunger, 

the deplorable living arrangements, emboldened each of them to pray 

all the more!  Some brought little gifts to their families, some a picture 

of their own family, some a letter.  To witness the wonder and awe in 

many of the Haitians eyes that inaudibly spoke the words “someone 

cares about me”, gave testament of “the mystery hidden for ages 

and generations”….which is Christ in us!  

Satan will be defeated in Haiti one person, one family, one community at a time and we can begin turning the tide in this 

spiritual war by interceding for these beautiful families with one of the most powerful weapons in our Christian armory—

Prayer!   “Whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:24) 

From all of us at CHARIS we’d like to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving,  

a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 

Praying over Haverty’s family                                 

—who’s father is now “home” 


