
 I have read this verse many times, but recently the Holy Spirit stopped me as I read it and when I meditated on it, 

the truth became startling. This life that we are all living in America is created by our worldly obligations. Careers, 

school, shopping, eating, exercising, etc. dominate our time that is divided into segments of minutes and hours—

every increment of time being scheduled and accounted for in an effort to perform optimally in a world that 

demands our best. With this in mind, let’s turn our attention to Paul’s words in this verse. As Christians we have put 

our hope in Christ. What does this mean? It means that we believe in the birth, life, death, resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus Christ. He died as He placed all of our sins upon Himself, and when He rose from the dead He 

defeated Satan, death, and sin. So now we know, that through belief and relationship with Jesus, our sins are 

forgiven and thus the deserved wrath of God is erased from our current and future reality—since the blood of  

Christ covers our sins. Therefore, we know that upon our mortal death, we will be carried to heaven by angels and 

spend eternity in heaven with our Creator! It is this hope that Paul is referring to in this verse. This means that in this 

life—through all of its trials, tribulations, diseases, suffering, and pain we look towards heaven—hoping in the 

reality of our eternal resting place where death is swallowed up by immortality and perfection. This hope 

creates power within Christians, and we see this in the Bible.  Paul, Peter, John and the other disciples and 

followers of Christ don’t concern themselves with worry over persecution and trials. In fact, as in the case of Peter 

and the other apostles getting flogged for spreading the gospel, they fall on their knees in absolute joy as they 

praise God for being, “counted worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:41). In Acts 16, we see Paul and Silas 

singing hymns of praise in prison as they sit shackled with fresh wounds from the beating that tore their backs open 

that day. How is this possible? It’s possible through hope—the hope that they placed in Christ and heaven.   

 

The question may arise though—is a life lived with hope in Christ one that involves all of this persecution and 

difficulty? To answer this lets quickly look at another verse that Paul wrote, “If the dead are not raised, let us eat and 

drink, for tomorrow we die.” (1 Corinthians 15:32b). Here, Paul is quoting Isaiah 22:13, and the connotation of both 

verses is the same, despite the fact that they were written almost 800 years apart. The eating and drinking that 

Paul, and Isaiah, are referring to here is not drunkenness and gluttony. What they are referring to is simple every day 

eating and drinking.  Well what can that possibly mean? It means that eating, drinking and focusing on normal 

comfortable living is not acceptable for the Christian. Before you get upset with me, let me ask how we can sit 

in  comfortable churches every Sunday, go to our comfortable homes every day and eat and drink without any 

serious concern for the lost world that has not heard about Christ, has not heard the gospel, has no access to the 

Bible, is starving and dying? This type of complacent living is an abomination to God.  “And at that time I will search 

Jerusalem with lamps and punish the men who settle down comfortably” (Zephaniah 1:12). So as we study the verse 

of this devotional ask yourself, does my Christian life appear so ridiculous and foolish to the world, that if 

Christianity wasn’t true I would be most pitied amongst men? Or, does your life appear so normal, and so 

conformed to the standards and practices of this world that no one would ever wonder why you do what you 

do because you’re doing what everyone else is doing? If this is you, fall to your knees and ask God to reveal His 

will for your life to you, because I can guarantee that there will be nothing ‘normal’ about what He asks you to do.  

Paul referred to himself and the other Apostles as, “fools for Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:10).  

Are you a fool for Christ, based on your faith in Biblical truth and eternal paradise,  

or do you choose to say you’re a Christian while your life looks like everyone else’s? 

       By Malcolm Henderson, MD 

“If we have put our hope in Christ for this life only,                                                  

we should be pitied more than anyone.”   

 -1 Corinthians 15:19 

The Prescribed Life…, 



     Faith. This word is arguably the most powerful word in the English 
language for a Christian. In Christian circles faith is constantly discussed, 
we have all heard countless sermons on faith, and there are entire books 
dedicated to the subject. So why all of this focus on faith? Because it is the 
pre requisite for our salvation through grace. “For by grace you are save 
through faith” (Ephesians 2:8).  Also, if we want to live lives pleasing and 
honorable to God, this too demands faith, “without faith it is impossible to 
please Him (God).” (Hebrews 11:6). So it is obvious, through the absolute 
truth of Scripture, that faith, made possible through grace, is not meant to 
function solely as the initial stimulus of our salvation and then get pushed 
away into insignificant rhetoric, but rather, faith functions to: initiate our 
salvation, continue as a vital necessity in our lives as Christ followers, and 

the entire time growing via the fuel of sanctification. So once we are saved we transform from a human 
who lives by sight, into a child of God who lives by faith! “For we walk by faith and not by sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7).  I don’t believe that I have revealed anything that most Christians don’t know and are well 
versed in, but, as we all know, words are cheap, and so is knowledge. Words and knowledge without active 
expression doesn’t even require someone to be alive—your average encyclopedia fits that description. So 
how is faith lived out in 2014? The same way it was apostolically in the 1st century - by living a life that 
produces evidence of it!  

 
      All we have to do is look around us and ask, do we truly have faith - the kind of faith that God expects 
of us as revealed over and over again in the Bible. It is globally obvious that faith is on the decline, and 
even within the so called ‘Christian world’ Jesus reveals that in the end times true faith will be virtually 
absent. “when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth.” (Luke 18:8). So what do we 
have to do to possess a real life changing faith? First of all, we have to realize that our walk with Christ in 
this world is one that is supposed to reflect a constant growing faith. Even the disciples realized how 
important this was when they ask Jesus to, “increase our faith." (Luke 17:5). 
  
     Faith is increased, or grown, through experience, which means - no experience=no faith, limited 
experience=limited faith, etc.. To illustrate this lets consider sky diving. The success of sky diving, and the 
courage to do it is all dependent on one’s faith in the parachute to open and function properly.  The very 
first time one sky dives he/she is afraid, timid, and wondering if the decision to jump from a plane was a 
smart one. The 20th jump looks a lot different though—and why?  Because now experience has been 
obtained, and this means that the fear that accompanied the first jump has dissipated being replaced by 
faith, trust, and, at times, even riskier behavior. The first jump was tandem with the instructor, then you 
began going solo, and now you want to perform mid-air tricks, etc. So this process went from wondering if 

you were going to die to now finding ways to make it more fun. The 
truth has never changed—parachute failure=death. So consider this - 
the risk of the parachute failing the first jump was equal to the risk of it 
happening on the 20th jump, but experience has successfully 
conquered fear and has produced a willing, risk taking faith! Let’s 
back up and ask, what made you want to sky dive in the first place? The 
things that we do in life are usually a result of someone else doing it 
before we did, and their testimony creates a desire to do it. When your 
friend sky dives and begs you to come, promising that you will love it - 
you think, well she did it, so I can too. I highly doubt that if no one had 
ever sky dived that you would just wake up one morning and say, “I 
think it would be fun to jump out of a plane today.” 
 
      Do we, as Christians, have examples of faith that call to us, 
challenge us, and inspire us to live in abandoned faith to God?  
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Of course we do! God, in His grace, has given us the Bible which is 
saturated with stories of extreme faith that produced radical, Kingdom 
building realities. The exemplary life of 1 man, Jesus, resulted in the 
radical, faithful living of 12 men, which resulted, over time, in billions of 
people today claiming faith in Christ. So our Christian lives are fueled by 
viewing faith lived out in the lives of others, and then through our 
resultant faithful living, we become examples to scores of others, and 
exponential growth results! I am honored to say that we are seeing this 
happen in CHARIS and I want to share some great stories of faith that 
will hopefully inspire us and call us all into a deeper level of faithful living.  
 
     I am so thankful that I am being allowed to witness what God is doing 
and how He is working in, and through, the lives of members of our 
CHARIS family. There are many stories that I could share with you, but I 
thought that I would choose just 5 to share in this newsletter. Four, out 
of the five highlighted individuals, will remain unnamed to keep humility and blessing in-tact, “So whenever 
you give to the poor, don’t sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets to be applauded by people. I assure you: They’ve got their reward!” (Matthew 6:2-3). 
 
     First, I would like to name my cousin, Zoe Norr who, as a member of the CHARIS family, has made 
the decision to run a 26.2 mile marathon in an effort to raise funds for CHARIS! This is meaningful to me 
because Zoe, besides being family, is a busy, pre-med, college student with a lot of academic demands on 
her plate, but that didn’t deter her from listening to the voice of God that she heard asking her to get 
involved in His work in Haiti. I was pleasantly surprised to receive Zoe’s initial email to me, asking  if she 
had our permission to run this race for CHARIS. Her zeal and excitement were jumping off of the screen 
as I read her words. This kind of marathon requires long, difficult, exhausting training, but she is 
voluntarily taking this challenge on. Thus, she is a willing vessel of God’s will—and that posture toward 
God is pleasing to Him! “Today, if you hear His voice do not harden your hearts” (Psalm 95:8).  Thanks 
Zoe—I am praying for you—and if you want to donate to CHARIS on behalf of Zoe and the marathon in 
her effort to raise one-thousand dollars, I will give you information to do so at the end of this newsletter. 
 
     My family and I recently attended a wedding where I saw relatives 
that I literally hadn’t seen in 30 years. I was pleasantly surprised by the 
high level of interest in what CHARIS was doing. My wife and I spent 
the entire reception in spiritual conversations with multiple groups of 
my relatives asking us to discuss various aspects of the work in Haiti. 
One of my cousins pulled us aside and told us that she had a check for 
us that resulted from conviction that had been placed on her by one of 
our newsletters. She told us that the revelation of the degree of physical 
and spiritual poverty in Haiti had convicted her.  As she looked at her 
own life she began to look around with new eyes which now revealed 
excess. In response to this ‘pricking of her heart’ she took her family’s 
satellite dish, that provided cable TV to her home, and sold it. She gave 
CHARIS the money that resulted from this large sale. “He who is 
generous will be blessed” (Proverbs 22:9).  
 
     One of my bits of advice to people is to never doubt the reality of 
divine appointments. It was a January night in the Chicago suburbs, the temperature was below zero and 
the biggest blizzard of the year was howling outside. I wasn’t going to allow a little weather to hinder my 
personal time with God that evening so I made my way to Starbucks. When I entered, the only people 
there were 3 men having a Bible study. We talked, and one of the men was very interested in the mission 

George Muller 
Director, Ashley Down orphanage-England 
Cared for 10,024 orphans in his lifetime 
The sum total of Muller’s life was FAITH 

Hudson Taylor 
Surgeon & Founder of China Inland Missions 
“Unless there is an element of risk in our 
exploits for God, there is no need for faith.” 



work CHARIS was doing. To make a long story short, this man has become 
a close friend, one of our biggest prayer warriors, he is very involved in the 
ministry, and he has made impressive sacrifices. Out of the many things 
that he has done, one on them comes immediately to mind. When we came 
back to the States we didn’t have a car, and rental costs were just unthinkable 
to pay. So I made a plea over email for help in finding a cheap vehicle to get 
us around as a family. This man, who I had simply met at Starbucks, called 
me and told me that he had an extra vehicle that he considered to be a 
luxury. He used it only on weekends and had kept it in mint condition. He 
said that God was placing it heavily on his heart to donate the vehicle to us. I 
loved his honesty in response to my knee jerk reaction of saying that we 
couldn’t possibly take that from him---he said that he didn’t want to give the 
vehicle away, but God was telling him to—so if I didn’t accept it, in essence, 
I was rejecting God’s gift to us through him. So he gave us his luxury, 
personal vehicle! Amazing sacrificial living!! “For if the eagerness is there, it 
is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. It is not that there may be 
relief  for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality—at the present time your surplus is 
available for their need.”  
(2 Corinthians 8:12-14). 
 
     This next story involves Starbucks also. I met this individual secondary to the fact that I had an open 
Bible sitting on my table which triggered him to engage me in conversation about faith. He is a Christian and 
became interested in CHARIS after we spent about an hour talking about things of God. This led  him to 
invite Joy and I over to his home to meet his wife and children. At that meeting, the Holy Spirit placed it on 
my heart to really discuss Christian apathy and complacency and how the Bible calls us to so much more 
then what WE are determining to be adequate (sitting in a pew on Sunday). We left that meeting not really 
knowing what was going on in their hearts as a result of some bold words on our part. After we returned 
from Haiti, we hadn’t seen this couple for a year, so I reached out to them and as a result we were invited 
back over to their home.  When we sat in their living room they revealed to us that our discussion the 
previous year resulted in conviction and consideration for what God really wanted them to do in this life.  So 
they had been praying and asking God to reveal His will to them no matter the cost to their comfort.  Well 
the answer to those prayers came when they were obedient!  Obedience in their case meant giving away their 
brand new car, (not their old one), to a relative of theirs that was in desperate need. Additionally, after giving 
the car away, they heard the Holy Spirit tell them to empty their savings account –not partially, but 
completely-and give it all to missions-which they did!!  As if that wasn’t enough to reveal to us, my friend 
went on to tell me that God was leading him to use his vocational gifting to create an entire new website for 
CHARIS free of charge!!! Joy and I left their house with the Holy Spirit 
leaping inside us-our new friends had come into a whole new relationship 
with God as they now were not afraid to inquire of, and listen to God, 
sacrifice comforts and financial security in obedience, and do so in a world 
that would call them foolish-how awesome is that!! “We are fools for 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:10). When you start doing foolish things in 
obedience to Christ—you enter good company when the Apostle Paul has 
your back!   
 
     Lastly, you should be learning through this newsletter to never doubt what 
God can do through an open Bible and a coffee shop. I can’t even begin to 
tell you how many of our church relationships, friendships with pastors and 
individuals, and prayer warriors have resulted from meeting people in coffee 
shops. So don’t privatize your Bible reading on your ipod, ipad, or computer. 
Open, and proudly display the Bible—the Living Word of God--revealing to 
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people what you are reading and who you live for—that alone becomes a powerful witness and people will 
inquire, giving you an open door to share the gospel! With that said, it should be no surprise that I met this 
last individual at Starbucks. He passed me while I was studying, and was stimulated to speak to me when he 
saw my open Bible and systematic theology book on the table. He was a believer also, and the conversation 
was quick, but we both knew without a doubt that our meeting that day had Divine significance! He 
subsequently invited my whole family over to his home and we went. Our children got along great that whole 
weekend and the adults spoke of things of God every waking hour. Joy and I have been praying for months 
that God would send people to the mission field in Haiti to help us with the seemingly insurmountable 
spiritual work that needs to be done. I say that to reveal that this man who has a beautiful supportive wife, 5 
young children, a beautiful home, 3 cars, and a bright future has had his heart stirred to take part in missions 
and thus, he considered our meeting to be Divinely appointed by God. He is not allowing this stirring in his 
heart to hit a dead end, but rather he and his wife are actively pursuing a potential move to Haiti to work side 
by side with us! Better yet, he also had invited several people over, to meet with Joy and I, who he felt would 
benefit from hearing our story, and now they are seriously considering joining us on the mission field too!! I 
don’t even know what to say—I can’t adequately express in words, how Joy and I are feeling right now. It is 
an awesome thing to know that God, the Creator of the entire universe, is not only listening to your prayers, 
but rapidly answering them in a way that not only meets our needs, but also is leading others who are watching 
and taking part in our ministry to a radical, sacrificial way of living. What grace! What love our Father has for 
us!! 
 
     I couldn’t end this newsletter without commenting on our many supporters who have been faithfully 
supporting us, both financially and prayerfully, from the inception of CHARIS. I know for a fact that some of 
you are faithfully giving out of your poverty and to all of you, I am truly thankful and pray that God pours out 
blessing upon you. There is something really special about receiving a small check from someone who I know 
can’t afford it—I applaud each and every one of you—and without you all CHARIS would not be able to 
continue functioning. I know that God is placing his will on your heart, and the fact that you all are obedient 
to that Divine ‘nudge’ inspires Joy and I more then you know. I urge all of you to live faithfully because only 
then will you truly experience God. If you miss out on experience with God in this short life, then you miss 
out on ‘life more abundant’. “Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, 
and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2). It is my prayer that everyone reading this will conquer the 
fear that the world falsely sets up in all of our hearts and seek God’s will for your life, take risks in 
obedience to whatever you hear the Holy Spirit telling you, live sacrificially, and live more 
abundantly!  
 

 

 

If we desire our faith to be 

strengthened, we should not shrink  

from opportunities where our faith  

may be tried, and therefore, through 

trial, be strengthened.  

 

-George Mueller,  
Man of Faith and Miracles 
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Mission Statement 
 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path and 
goals of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses on the 
unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering that our 

success is completely dependent on God's will and never ours. 

NOTE: The back of the shirts reads: ”Let us run with patience the race that has been set before us.” - Romans 12:1b  
(Printed in Haitian Creole) 

 
Did you know we have CHARIS t-shirts available for purchase?  You can purchase shirts 

at $25/a piece.  The design of this t- shirt was inspired by Zoe Norr and the 26.2 marathon she will be  running in 

September.  All proceeds will go to purchase laptop computers for the directors in our schools in Haiti.  To order a 

shirt, please log onto our Facebook account, www.facebook.com/charishands4haiti, or send a check to the address 

listed below. (NOTE:  once you are on the Facebook page, click on the “MORE” tab and then click “STORE” and 

place your order.  Don’t forget to tell us your shirt size.)   

Donate Online or by Mail: (Monthly or One Time) 

To make a secure online donation using your credit card, log onto www.charis4haiti.com 
Or send a personal check, money order or credit card information to the following 
address:   CHARIS, Inc. 
                 3015 E. New York Street, A-2, #295 
                 Aurora, IL  60504 

Do you want a Haiti t-shirt? 


