
         In the United States a very unique milieu exists in which one can live as a Christian.  We are not persecuted, we 

can freely worship, we can purchase Bibles at will, we can evangelize without fear of death, we have any Christian 

educational material that the world offers available to us, we are wealthy, and we can travel whenever we want and 

wherever we want without visas because we have the highly coveted American passport.  With that said, American 

Christians will travel on their paths of life and inevitably reach a spiritual fork in the road. One road is wide open and 

paved with gold.  As you look down this road you see a comfortable home, multitudes of friends, your church and 

your pastor, endless sporting events to watch for hours, a two week vacation to Europe, and the summer church 

BBQ.  There is, in fact, so much great stuff going on down this road that you can’t see what or where it leads to, and 

obviously you can’t focus on what you can’t see---so you focus on what you can see—and who can deny that this 

road looks great!  How could it be anything but the right path when most of the Christians that you know are 

standing there and asking you what you’re waiting for?  Then you turn and look down the other path.  It is very 

narrow and looks lonely.  There are very few people on this path and you can see why—it’s difficult with thorns and a 

multitude of trials, and comforts are nowhere to be seen.  You can’t see anyone’s face who is on this path because, 

unlike the open comfortable path where everyone was focused on you, everyone on this narrow path is focused on 

the journey’s end, and thus you can’t get any of them to look back.  As you look at the end of the narrow path you 

see a paradise that is beyond your imagination—but the road to get there is full of sacrifice and hardship.   

     These metaphorical paths actually exist as options for the American Christian.  The fact that we even have the 

broad and comfortable road as an option is regrettable.  Today I read about a woman who is 8 months pregnant in 

the Muslim country of North Sudan.  She had married a Christian man and given her life to Christ. Upon her faith 

being discovered, she ended up in a Muslim court being told that she had 3 days to renounce her Christianity.  She 

refused and was given two sentences.  The first was 100 lashes because of her committed adultery (marrying a 

Christian is considered adultery), and the second was death by hanging—and she’s pregnant!  This woman, and 

most of the Christian world, does not have the broad road option available to them.  The simple fact that we do 

does, in no way, mean that we should walk down it.  Walking down the narrow road, and using all that God has so 

richly blessed us with in our country to spread the gospel, would result in the single most powerful movement of the 

Holy Spirit, through His  people, that the world has ever seen.  It pains me to witness simple worldly luxuries, 

comforts, and churches preaching a watered down gospel, successfully deterring us from living completely 

abandoned lives to Christ that are focused on the worldwide spread of the gospel.  Don’t be deceived and think that 

this is your church’s job either—it’s not.  It is our job!  Christ did not give the great commission command to a 

church—He gave it to individuals who took the command seriously, lived by it, died by it, and changed the world for 

Christ—and that was just 12 men!  Just think of what millions of American believers could do, with all of the 

resources that we have available to us!  I urge you—don’t be deceived.  On that broad, comfortable, gold paved road 

sits Satan—making sure that you are entertained, tended to, and pampered—that way you will enter heaven alone 

having never taken the command by Christ to evangelize the world seriously.  And remember the words of Christ, 

“And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten 

with many stripes.” (Luke 12:47).  That is what lies at the end of that broad road—but you can’t see it due to all of 

the enjoyable and satisfying demonically clad distractions.  Which road will you choose? The broad road that serves 

you, or the narrow road which serves our Savior? 
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“..choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve” 

(Joshua 24:15) 

The Prescribed Life…, 



More than once Jesus deliberately addressed certain issues that quickly diminished the number of  
onlookers. It was commitment that thinned the ranks. - Chuck Swindoll 
 

      I want to begin by saying that the content of this newsletter does not refer to every one of you who  
is reading this. CHARIS has been incredibly blessed by many of you who pray every day for us, donate  
Bibles, clothing, shoes, money, food, etc. and advise me on various aspects of this young ministry. To all  
of you I thank you sincerely—and I know that you know who you are. This newsletter is a difficult one  
for me to write, but I write it in obedience to the Holy Spirit’s prompting.  
 
     In last month’s newsletter I made a plea for prayer—prayer for the families that God has placed in our 
lives in Haiti. Signing up to pray for a family that needs to experience the love of Christ costs nothing—all it 
requires is love for our fellow man and faith in the power of prayer. We have almost 700 people on our 
mailing list and it has honestly disturbed my wife and I that only 10 people, out of the 700, have agreed to 
pray for a specific family in Haiti!  It left me asking why? Scripture directly reveals God’s feelings on these 
issues, “Then He will answer them, ‘I assure you: Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did 
not do for Me either.” (Matthew 25:40). 
 
      This is not just about CHARIS though—it’s about American Christianity and how, rather than being  
salt and light in a dark world, we are choosing to be embers that are barely maintaining their glow. The  
belief and acceptance of Jesus comes with a radical life change as we are spiritually born again. Jesus  
says in the gospel of John, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the  
kingdom of God.” (John 3:3). This new spiritual birth demands the death of the flesh! “I have been  
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live  
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.” (Galatians 2:20). And what does Scripture than instruct  
us to do? It tells us to, “.. come out from among them and 
be separate, says the Lord; do not touch any unclean thing, 
and I will welcome you.” (2 Corinthians 6:17). So, are we so 
changed that we can honestly refer to ourselves as being 
“born again”? Is our carnality dead—and are we 
crucifying our flesh daily so that the pure light of Christ is 
blaring so brightly through us that we are no longer 
seen? Are we separating ourselves from the world? Are 
we looking different than those around us? Or do we look 
like the world, act like the world, and play in the world? 
We are in the end times, and, as the old adage  
goes, if we don’t stand for something we will fall for 
anything. So we must know what we stand for and  
that is Christ and we get our instructions for standing for 
Him through His Word! And when we study the New 
Testament, standing for Christ is never effectively 
performed while sitting at home or in church around 
other Christians. If you look around you and everyone is 
standing—you are in the wrong place—it is only when 
you look around you and everyone is fallen that you are 
most effective as God lifts them up through your 
obedience to His Word! “Therefore let him who thinks he 
stands take heed that he does not.” (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
 

Commitment That Thins The Ranks 

 

 



I apologize for the forwardness of this writing, but I have good reason for my 
passion, and that is, I perform ministry outside of the United States. What I mean 
by that is that I am in Haiti and I see what communities and people look like who 

have never seen Bibles, don’t know Christ, and live in poverty, starvation and sickness. I see children dying 
from starvation. I see orphans who sleep under cars in the streets and eat out of garbage dumps. In short, I 
live with and amongst the least of these, and when I return here and see Christians with so much and 
churches that are so huge, I can’t begin to fathom how this is acceptable to any of us! I fear that in the United 
States we are dangerously close to resembling the church at Sardis in Revelation chapter 3, and recall the 
words of God to that church, “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect 
before God.” (Revelation 3:1-2).  
 
     Jesus tells us, “just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.” (Luke 6:31). We can all quote 
that command by Christ, but how many of us put it into practice. Through the newsletters, blogs, and 
updates, Haiti’s overwhelming spiritual and physical needs are made known to everyone who reads what I 
write. So I ask you, considering the commandment to do to others as you would want them to do to you, 
would you want someone to pray for you if you had no hope, were on the verge of starvation and had 
children to care for? Then we should have seen 700 people signing up to pray for these beautiful Haitian 
people who desperately need prayer! Most importantly, would you want someone who knew the love of 
Christ, had access to Bibles, and lived in the joy of their salvation sharing that good news with you? Then you 
should find it unacceptable that this country doesn’t know Jesus, and in light of this, you should be actively 
supporting this work to bring the gospel where it hasn’t been brought before. This support could be in the 
form of prayer, donations of Bibles or financial giving—all important and vital requirement of any Christ 
centered ministry. The fact that so many Haitians have not heard the gospel keeps me up at night—this is 
urgent, and as Christians this desire to share the gospel should be our life blood!  
 

     The fact that you have signed up to receive our 
newsletters and devotionals means that you are part  
of CHARIS and aligning yourself with this ministry. This 
isn’t about supporting us, but rather about expanding 
the Kingdom of God and bringing the gospel to the lost 
in Haiti. What this letter is, is a call to get out of the 
seats in the arena, run down to the field, and start 
getting involved. Christianity is not a spectator sport—
and that may sound harsh, but it is hard Biblical truth. 
“And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search 
Jerusalem with lamps, and punish the men that are 
settled in their complacency..” (Zephaniah 1:12). This is a 
call to action, a call to love, a call to allow your heart to 
be broken for the things that break God’s heart. What 
breaks God’s heart is not the fact that the Haitians are 
poor, hungry, and lost—what truly breaks God’s heart is 
that we, His sons and daughters who claim to live by His 
great name, aren’t so disturbed by this that we, with a 
sense of urgency, tend to this global spiritual ruination 
through prayer, giving, and going. No one—no one, has 
the ability to go into the world and share the truth of 
Christ except us—born again believers in Jesus Christ—

 

 



and it’s our God commanded duty. “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20).  And if our love for our brothers and sisters around the world doesn’t 
impel us to ensure that the gospel is heard by all people, then we should really stop and make sure that 
the love that I am speaking of is even within us, because it should be! Is this Biblical?  “This is how God’s 
children—and the Devil’s children—are made evident. Whoever does not do what is right is not of God, 
especially the one who does not love his brother...This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His 
life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need but shuts off his compassion from him—how can God’s love reside in him?” (1 John 3:10, 16-
17).  
 
      As I stated in the opening of this letter, this is difficult for me to write, but my great love and burden  
for the Haitian people, and my great love and respect for prayer left me in a state of befuddlement  
when I saw that only 1% of CHARIS supporters signed up to pray for families. Jesus started with 120  
followers, and after seeing the level of commitment that He expected, that number quickly dwindled  
to 12. The love that Christ had for us to come from heaven, become human, and die the tortuous death  
that He died for us in order to secure the offer of 
salvation—should be the same love that dwells within  
us. We should love people as much as He loved us. 
 
 

 

 

 

“Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with 

ourselves, when our dreams have come true because 

we have dreamed too little, when we arrive safely 

because we sailed too close to the shore.   

 

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of 

things we possess, we have lost our thirst for the 

waters of life,  having fallen in love with life, we have 

ceased to dream of eternity, and in our efforts to 

build a new earth, we have allowed our vision of the 

new heaven to dim.   

 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on 

wider seas, where storms will show your mastery, 

where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.  

We ask you to push back the horizon of our hopes, 

and to push us into the future in strength, courage, 

hope, and love.  This we ask in the name of our 

Captain,  

who is Jesus Christ. ” 

 

                                     ― Francis Drake 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/699166.Francis_Drake


CHARIS, Inc. is a Non-Profit 501(c)3 Organization (All  Giving is Fully Tax Deductible) 

3015  E. New York St. • Suite A2-295 • Aurora, IL 60504 • www.charis4haiti.com 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path and 
goals of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses on the 
unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering that our 

success is completely dependent on God's will and never ours. 

Sign me up! 
 
I want to be a part of the Family Prayer Sponsorship program: 
You can sign up online to receive a family to pray for at: www.charis4haiti.com and click 
on Prayer Warriors or send us a request through the mail to the CHARIS address listed 

Donate Online or by Mail: Monthly or One Time 
To make a secure online donation using your credit card Click here 

Or send a personal check, money order or credit card information to the following 
address:   CHARIS, Inc. 
                 3015 E. New York Street, A-2, #295 
                 Aurora, IL  60504 

http://www.charis4haiti.com/Photo-Gallery.html?.html
http://www.charis4haiti.com/News-or-Reviews.html?.html


Haiti is closer 

than you 

think! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

***All donations will go towards purchasing laptops for our schools in Haiti*** 

 

Zoe Norr is a third year, pre-med student at Hillsdale College 

in Michigan.  Her family has been following and supporting 

CHARIS for the past year.  Zoe and two of her friends will be 

running in a full marathon on September 6th to raise funds for 

CHARIS.  If you are on Facebook, be sure to look up “26.2 for 

CHARIS” and click “LIKE” for further updates and information!  

https://www.facebook.com/26.2forCharis 

 
Businesses:  Sponsor the marathon!  Send us a check in any amount, with your company’s logo, 

and  your logo will appear on the marathon T-shirts. 

 

Individuals:  Show your support by donating online at:  www.charis4haiti.com and click on 

“DONATE” or send in a check , made payable to CHARIS with “Marathon” in the subject line. 

 


