
     Prayer!  I often ponder on the things that must sadden God as He considers us, His creation.  He is constantly present, He 

is always listening, and He sees everything.  If we could allow ourselves to grasp this truth we would live a lot differently as 

Christians.  What would you think if you married the love of your life, a person that you would die for and have vowed to 

care for forever, and he/she never spoke to you—or, only spoke if they were in trouble and thus limited their verbal 

interaction with you to self-centered requests.  That would be completely unacceptable, but this is how God must feel when 

we don’t put prayer in its proper place in our lives.  God wants us to speak to Him constantly about all aspects of our lives, 

good or bad.  He longs to be an active, daily part of our life through continual conversation.  The power and importance of 

prayer is something that we, in Western society, have long denied and ignored.  As a result, we struggle to discern the voice 

of the Holy Spirit within us, and, in failing to pray more, we reveal our lack of faith in God to handle our successes, failures 

and trials in life.   

      I chose the verse above for this devotional because every time I read it, it strikes me as profound.  Satan himself has 

asked to sift Peter as wheat—why?  Because Satan knew that God had great plans for Peter, and planned to use him as a 

central figure in the worldwide spread of the gospel.  Jesus could have told Satan no, or struck Satan down for even hinting 

at attempting to bring His chief apostle down.  But, what does Christ choose to do?  Pray for Peter!  In choosing to do this, 

Jesus reveals to all of us how powerful prayer is.  Jesus knew that God heard Him, and in choosing to pray Christ was 

ceding the decision, and power over the situation to God, thus displaying complete faith in the fact that whatever God 

chose to do would be  nothing less than perfect.  Jesus chose prayer, over any other avenue, as THE most effective way to 

intercede for Peter—we should learn from this! 

     When we, as believers, pray, we must understand the Holiness that we become an active part of. Let’s consider 3 verses. 

“...the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses.  For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 

intercession for us with groanings that cannot be uttered.” (Romans 8:26).  Therefore, as we pray, the Holy Spirit comes along 

side of us and prays the things for us that we don’t know to pray for ourselves.  “It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 

risen, who is ever at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” (Romans 8:34).  Christ, as we pray, hears our 

prayers and the prayers of the Spirit, and intercedes for us to God.  “Don’t be afraid, Daniel,” he said to me, “for from the first 

day that you purposed to understand and to humble yourself before your God, your prayers were heard. I have come because of 

your prayers.” (Daniel 10:12).  Here we see that as soon as Daniel prayed, God heard the prayer and sent out an angel in 

response.  So let’s summarize what we know: As soon as we begin to pray, the Holy Spirit prays with us to include 

everything that we don’t know to pray for ourselves, Jesus hears our prayers and intercedes to the Father for us, and God 

listens and sends answers to us!  Do you realize what this means.  When we pray we enter and become an active part of the 

Trinity!!  Thus, as we pray, we enter the Holiest place in all of existence—the Trinity! 

     With all of that said, let us, as sons and daughters of the Most High God, view prayer properly. We should be honored that 

we are able, at any time, to enter the actual throne room of God and speak to Him, make requests of Him, and interact with 

Him.  We can also intercede for those that need prayer in our families, communities, country, and around the world.  What a 

privilege!! We can pray for a family in India while sitting in the United States, and God hears every one of our words and 

considers our requests.  Prayer makes a difference, and every miracle in the Bible that was performed always occurred 

secondary to a prayer.  So let’s talk to our Father—He wants us to, He asks us to, He expects us to!  Prayer can change the 

world—literally, so together let’s pray! 

 “Even before they call, I will answer; while they are still speaking, I will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24) 
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     “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan 

has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.  But I 

have prayed for you.” (Luke 22:31-32) 
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     I am almost certain that when you hear this word it produces a visceral reaction within you.  Starving kids 

that can’t attend school, monthly donation requirements, picture cards of random children that you will 

most likely never physically meet, does the child even receive the money that I’m sending, does the child 

actually exist?  This list may appear amusing, but in actuality all of these mental images and questions sadly 

hold contemporary relevance.  Living in Haiti and having studied various organizations and sponsorship 

programs, I do know that, unfortunately, there are deceptive practices in existence and, like you, I am 

appalled by this.  Sponsored children either not receiving any of the money that is donated or, receiving a 

very small percentage of what is sent, does occur.  I have also spoken with individuals who have sponsored 

children and then later requested to see their child—and guess what?  The child suddenly can’t be found, or 

the family conveniently has “relocated”, which escaped the knowledge of the organization.  I can 

empathize with that type of frustration and thus I fully realize that we are somewhat jaded when it comes 

to non-profit organizations approaching their donors with “sponsorship programs”.   With that said, I 

would like to introduce you to a new kind of sponsorship program! 

     To say that the sponsorship program that God has put on our heart at CHARIS is different would be an 

understatement.  Now before your cynicism gets the best of you, let me explain.  Sponsorship, by 

definition, involves a person who makes a pledge or promise toward another person.  In worldly terms that 

connotes financial support but, “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 

God?” (James 4:4).  CHARIS is a Christ centered, Holy Spirit led organization, and thus worldly definitions 

are null and void here.  So how would God expect us, His children, to make a pledge or promise toward 

another person?  Intercessory prayer is the answer to that question! “And Samuel said...I will pray to the 

Lord for you.”  (1 Samuel 7:5).  This is the unique nature of the CHARIS sponsorship—it won’t cost you a 

dime!  This is a prayer sponsorship—so if you decide to take part in this, you will be making a pledge to 

pray daily for those you are sponsoring.  Why are we doing this?  Simply because prayer is so very powerful.  

As I consider Scripture, the power of prayer is beyond comprehension.  Joshua’s prayer stopped the 

rotation of the earth and held the sun in place, Elijah’s prayer brought down fire from heaven, Daniel’s 

prayer resulted in a war in the heavens when a demon tried to stop God’s angel from delivering an answer 

to Daniel, King Hezekiah’s prayer prevented his death and added 15 years to his life.  I could go on and on—

and if you think that God doesn’t answer prayer today like he did in these Biblical examples—remember 

that Hebrews 13:8 tells us that, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” So let us put 

prayer back in its proper place and I know that together we can move mountains in Haiti.  This sponsorship 

program will thus serve as a very important adjunct to the evangelistic work that we are performing in 

Haiti. 

     Another unique aspect of this program is that we are not asking anyone to sponsor a child.  It is beyond 

me why this has become so cliché in the world of missions.  First of all, some children get sponsored and 

many don’t.  When the sponsorship is involving monetary support this produces animosity in the 

community/school when one child is receiving sponsor money and others aren’t.  Also, the simple fact that 

the child requires sponsoring infers that the mother, or guardian of the child is experiencing extreme 

difficulty too—so why do we neglect the family of the child?  Enter CHARIS sponsorships.  Our program 

focuses on the family.  Now families look different in Haiti.  A “nuclear family” as defined in America is 

very rarely seen in Haiti.  In Haiti a family usually consists of a mother and her children.  The father is almost 

universally absent, and the ‘mother’ may not even be the biological mother.  Nonetheless, these families 

Sponsorships! 



are in incredibly extreme situations and having never been prayed for is an 

unfortunate reality.  Therefore, God has placed it heavily on our hearts to call 

our supporters and donors into a more spiritually intimate walk with us as we join hands in prayerful 

intercession for these families across international borders.   

     The families that we put forth for sponsorship are our neighbors, friends, and those we are evangelizing in 

adjacent or distant villages.  This creates a real opportunity for you as a sponsor.  Since we personally know 

the families on the cards we can give you real time information on your families via email.  So if a child in the 

family is sick, or a need arises within the family, etc. you will know.  This will provide you with the knowledge 

needed to pray in a focused way, and, if the Holy Spirit places it on your heart, you can also make a donation 

toward medicine, or school supplies, etc.  In addition, if you desire to travel to Haiti to visit and spend time 

with your family, we could easily facilitate you.  “True religion is this, to visit orphans and widows in their 

distress” (James 1:27).  This type of ‘mission trip’ would be much more meaningful in spiritual terms then 

coming to paint a building or build one! 

     With all of this said, we are very excited about this Family Prayer Sponsorship Program, and we hope that 

you prayerfully consider taking part.  Haiti needs your prayers, as massive intercession will create fertile 

ground for the Holy Spirit to grow the seeds that we are planting.  We are honored to be performing this 

work in Haiti, and we are also honored that God has allowed the Holy Spirit to move in your heart towards 

support, prayer, and love for Haiti. 
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CHARIS, Inc. is a Non-Profit 501(c)3 Corporation (All of your Giving is Fully Tax Deductible) 

3015  E. New York St. • Suite A2-295 • Aurora, IL 60504 • www.charis4haiti.com 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path and 
goals of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses on the 
unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering that our 

success is completely dependent on God's will and never ours. 

Sign me up! 
 
I want to be a part of the Family Prayer Sponsorship program: 
You can sign up online to receive a family to pray for at: CHARIS Prayer Warriors or send us a 
request through the mail to the CHARIS address listed below. 

Donate Online or by Mail- Monthly or One Time 
To make a secure online donation using your credit card Click here 

Or send a personal check, money order or credit card information to the following address: 

CHARIS, Inc. 
3015 E. New York Street, A-2, #295 
Aurora, IL  60504 
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