
     As I sit and watch our dedicated construction crew erecting our second school building in Haiti, this verse 

from 1 Peter entered my mind.  As I pondered it, the Holy Spirit created a degree of sadness in my heart 

considering that we, as Christians today, fail to appreciate, and further, are not taught, our role as “living 

stones”.  As I watch the school going up one cement block at a time it is very evident that if a block were to 

be left out, a hole would result in the wall making it incomplete.  This is directly analogous to our position on 

this earth as Christians.  Each one of us are “LIVING stones”, according to Scripture.  If we were meant to 

just fill a position in a wall than there would be no need to place the adjective, living, as a descriptor of the 

stone.  Therefore, Peter is telling us that we are to be alive and active as Christians, fulfilling Christ’s direct 

commands to us found throughout Scripture, especially in the gospels.   

     When determining someone’s most important words, most will hold an individual’s last words in high 

esteem.  We find Christ’s last words, before His ascension, in Matthew 28:18-20, “All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.  And remember that I 

am with you always even until the end of the age.”  There you have it!  Our lives, as living stones, should be 

focused on fulfilling the Great Commission of Christ which will result in the identification of more “living 

stones”, thus bringing the will of God to both earthly fruition, and heavenly completion as the “spiritual 

house” of God is erected.   

     So don’t think that the physical church that you attend on Sunday is the extent of God’s spiritual house.  

In Scriptural actuality, Acts 17:24 directly refutes this, saying, “He is the Lord of heaven and earth and DOES 

NOT live in shrines made by hands.”  God is not isolated to the church, but rather, His Sprit is now found 

within you!  This is the good news of the gospel.  Colossians 1:26-27, describes this best as the “great 

mystery hidden for ages” which is “Christ in you”!  The church building is just a man-made structure where 

Christians gather—but you are a vessel created by God in which His Holy Spirit lives.  “If anyone loves Me, he 

will keep My Word.  My Father will love him and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John 

14:23).  

      Therefore, see yourself as God sees you---as a living stone---living, secondary only to God’s Holy Spirit 

living within you, and God’s Spirit lives within you due to your faith in Christ alone and the subsequent desire 

to keep His Word and live a sanctified life!  So don’t exist as dead stones destined for a rigid, static structure 

like an earthly church, but choose today to exist as a living stone that is being actively incorporated into a 

fluid, vibrant, holy spiritual house purposed for the continual and eternal offering of spiritual sacrifices to 

God through our Brother and King, Jesus Christ!! 

CHARIS Feb-March Update 

     “Coming to Him, a living stone—rejected by men but 

chosen and valuable to God—you yourselves, as living 

stones, are being built into a spiritual house for a holy 

priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.”  -1 Peter 2:4-5 
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     Macary continues to be a focal point of excitement within the CHARIS 

village ministries.  It was such a blessing to again, host our same team of 

construction volunteers as they completed construction of the second school 

building in February. These men are a true blessing to Macary and 

to CHARIS as their time, flights, ground transportation and food are 

all covered personally by each of them.  CHARIS is truly blessed to 

exist in direct affiliation with this 

talented and skilled construction 

team, Laymen Committed to 

Missions International.  In true 

Macary fashion, the entire 

community was present to witness 

the second building going up.  As I write this, the team has left Haiti and 

the second building has been completed—praise GOD!!   The plan now 

is to put the windows and doors onto the two buildings and begin 

preparing the foundation for the third and final building to be hopefully 

built in late summer/early autumn of this year.  Please join us in praying 

for funds to be provided to complete final construction so that the 

children (currently over 700 students) may commence 

the 2014/2015 school year in their new buildings!   

     CHARIS was also blessed to receive a donation of brand new clothing, shoes, soccer 

balls, and toys from Chris and Trish.  The generous donation blessed over 500 children in 

Macary, Marigot and Peredo.   Joy and I prayed concerning the best way to distribute 

these gifts and it was decided to announce a celebration for the children of Macary who 

are attending the above mentioned school.  Since these children get 

nothing for Christmas, we decided to call this “Christmas in Macary”.  So we laid out 

the donations and had the classes come one by one to receive either clothing or shoes.  

What a blessed day! Similar distributions were performed in Marigot 

and Peredo.  Thank you again to Chris and Trish along with their 

daughters, Taylor and Porsha, who helped with the shopping.   

     The teachers, support staff, and headmasters at the school continue 

to receive consistent paychecks thanks to the very generous support of Dan and Phil, 

brothers who run a successful company in Chicago and love the Lord.  Due to their 

support of the teacher’s salaries, all 700+ children at the school are attending for FREE!  

What an incredible gift to give to these children—an education!   

     CHARIS also planted a church in Macary, through Pastor Abony (a strong man of God who also is a 

professor at the school) last spring.  Currently there are over 80 people attending the church that is 

meeting on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays in the new school building.   

Building Blocks 
Hebrews 3:4 “For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.” 



     With many exciting things ongoing in Macary, CHARIS is looking forward to 

continued work within this village to support the growth of Christian 

community and education.  We thank God for blessing this rural Haitian community through CHARIS! 

     Upon our return, we were pleasantly surprised to see the Holy Spirit still at work through our house 

church in Marigot.  We arrived back to our home on a Wednesday afternoon, and that night the regular 

Wednesday night service was scheduled.  75 people showed up and our friends told us that this is the 

number coming regularly on Sunday nights.  Before we had departed for the States we asked Pastor 

Abony (the best example of Christian living that we have witnessed in Haiti) if he would oversee the 

house church while we were gone.  He obliged and thus we left with great faith that the teaching would 

be sound and the congregation would continue to grow.  This is exactly what happened, and Pastor 

Abony was excited to tell us that the house church was successfully developing into a church where 

everyone, regardless of social standing, felt welcome and comfortable.  This was a blessing to us 

because this was exactly what God placed on our heart initially—to start a church for the poorest of the 

poor who weren’t allowed in church due to their lacking social appearance.  All people are accepted by 

God regardless of race, social status, appearance, or gender and we feel strongly about relaying this 

truth to Haiti in an effort to change this ingrained religious discrimination that exists throughout the 

country.  Pastor Abony also told us that despite the growth, he felt that there was poor response to the 

truth of the gospel.  Thus, knowing whether the congregants are truly accepting of Christ and His 

atoning work on the cross is difficult because their attendance at church is not producing Christian living 

outside of the church.  There is a similar issue in the United States, so let’s pray for Christian’s in Haiti and 

the States to live sanctified lives through a true commitment to Christ.  

     We began to support a school in Marigot right before we left for the States.  This school is dear to our 

hearts because the orphans that come to our porch and spend every day with us are now able to attend 

school at Bon Berger secondary to God allowing CHARIS to support their education.  Our first morning 

back in Haiti, we were having coffee and were told that Josue, the headmaster at Bon Berger, was 

downstairs and wanted to speak with us.  Josue had brought some of the orphans to our home in their 

school uniforms to tell us thank you!  This blessed our hearts beyond description.  It is an incredible thing 

when God graciously allows you to witness the fruit of your labor.  In addition, the school had lost their 

feeding program from the government.  The program was lost due to Josue’s unwillingness to 

compromise his integrity.  The government had told Josue that in order to keep receiving food that his 

curriculum would have to be inspected and possibly 

altered.  Since the curriculum is 

Christian based, Josue knew 

that conforming to government 

demands would most probably 

mean lessening or completely 

losing the Christian aspects of 

the education offered by Bon Berger.  So Josue agreed to 

lose the feeding program in faith that God would provide.  

Well God answered his prayer with great alacrity.  My 

 



uncle Ken, purchases high quality beans from a North Dakota farm and 

donates them to Christian non-profits.  So in willing obedience to God, Ken 

donated 44,000 pounds of beans to CHARIS.  Thus, Bon Berger is receiving 

beans for the remainder of the school year—praise God!!!  Please continue to 

pray for this school that offers education to the very poor and needy children 

of Marigot and, more importantly, for the children to be raised up in God 

through the prayer and Bible study that they take part in at Bon Berger. 

     In addition to Bon Berger, we have had the privilege to give boxes upon 

boxes of beans to 3 orphanages in the mountains, an orphanage in Port au 

Prince and all the families in our neighborhood.  These beans and the protein that they offer is an 

incredible blessing to children who are protein malnourished.  Thank you Ken—you are truly saving lives! 

     I wanted to use this chance to quickly introduce you to a young lady that Joy and I have decided to 

find support for.  Ms. Juliette came to our home one night in sadness over the fact that she wouldn’t be 

able to continue her nursing studies.  She told us that she had completed one year of a 4 year nursing 

program at a credible school in the urban center of Jacmel.  She proudly showed us her grade sheet, 

which revealed stellar grades, and pictures of her in nursing attire which she was 

so proud of.  I was praying quietly in my head the entire time she was over, asking 

God if this was someone that He wanted us to sponsor.  When I saw her grades, 

her dedication to her studies, and her desire to continue her education and make 

an honest living for herself-I felt God stirring my heart to help.  A faithful donor 

and relative of mine, named Jan, has been supporting CHARIS monthly and was a 

nurse herself.  Jan knows firsthand what Juliette is going through since she had to 

work hard, through financial struggles, to put herself through nursing school, so 

this appeared to be a great fit.  Jan was called and, as expected, was elated 

to have the opportunity to support Juliette’s schooling.  So Juliette is 

currently finishing up her second year of nursing school and is very excited 

about her future.  She has also agreed to sit on our porch twice a week to 

see patients with minor problems like colds, flu, aches, pains, etc.  Juliette 

is a real joy to have in our lives and it is great to see a Haitian woman who 

is empowered to make a life for herself in confidence of her ability to 

study, learn, and work doing what she loves.  She is also at every one of 

our house church services and loves the Lord! 

     The headmaster (and brother of Juliette) of a school in DuPont, that has 

100 students, came to our home to talk with us.  This school is inaccessible 

by car or motorcycle.  The only way to reach this village is on foot.  The walk takes about 3 hours 

through rocky, rough terrain.  He informed us that he doesn’t have an adequate feeding program and 

that he is concerned about his student’s health.  He brought photos of emaciated children that were 

obviously malnourished.  Thus, he asked if CHARIS could give all of the children physicals, provide each 

student with bottles of daily vitamins, and assist him with obtaining adequate food for the school.  I am 

going to the school to do a site visit this upcoming week, so please be in prayer concerning discernment 

 



and ability to fulfill this request.  As an amusing aside, as most of you know I 

have underwent multiple operations on my right knee and cannot perform the 

3 hour walk required to get to the school.  Therefore, I will be riding a horse 3 hours to the school and 3 

hours back.  In addition to that, Haitians do not use saddles and therefore the ride will be bareback.  

Things are always interesting in Haiti! 

     Pastor Abony, has a church in Saguin (pronounced SAY-GAY), an isolated community high in the 

southern mountains.  He is on staff with CHARIS as our church planter.  He asked if we would come visit 

his church in Saguin for their 5 year anniversary.  I was so excited to hear that when Pastor Abony 

started sharing the gospel of Christ with people from this small community 5 years ago, there were only 

6 people at his initial meeting.  Well in 5 years, those 6 people have 

burgeoned into 215 people.  Although this is another very difficult village to 

get to, we managed to get 10 people (our family of 6, my translator-Destine 

Mavoy and his son, our driver Dady and Pastor Abony), into a 5 person jeep 

and made the almost 3 hour drive through the absolute worst terrain that I 

have ever experienced.  When we arrived, it was worth the trip.  We were 

well above the clouds with no hint of tropical vegetation.  Palm trees were replaced by evergreens, and 

everything within the landscape appeared almost American.  The temperature 

was in the low 70’s which made it autumn like.  I preached the sermon and then 

spoke with the elders and pastors of the church.  They said that their current 

building only has a capacity for 200 people, and thus they are in great need of 

expansion (the 215 congregants only includes adults—there are over 100 more 

children).  There is also no adequate schooling for the children, and they had 

prayed for God to send them someone to help with the construction of a 

Christian school that would be run by the church.  I assured them that I would be 

their voice and work hard to help them.  So please be in prayer about this, as this would be Kingdom 

advancing work within this small and poor, yet beautiful community. 

     Pastor Abony also has another church in Berry that has around 150 attendees.  I preached at this 

church last year and was saddened by what I saw.  This church is on the same treacherous road that 

Saguin is on, but you reach Berry about 45 minutes before you reach Saguin.  When I preached we were 

having church literally in a cloud, and the weather was cool.  We had church that Sunday in a completely 

makeshift structure with a frame of thin tree trunks, and the ceiling and walls made of people’s blankets 

and tarps.  This humble structure stood next to an impressive appearing church building that was in 

ruins secondary to the devastating earthquake of 2010 that took 300,000 Haitian lives.  The foundation 

was split in many places, the walls had fallen, and the roof was completely obliterated.  Therefore, 

Pastor Abony is requesting the help of CHARIS to completely replace this church building since the 

destroyed foundation of the original structure makes it unsalvageable. 

     When we left Haiti for the holidays we had experienced great success through the Holy Spirit’s 

penetration into a vodou camp and subsequent decisions to accept Jesus Christ.  I left my partner, 

Destine Mavoy, in charge of discipling the new believers.  Upon our return to Haiti, I was anxious to go 

to Peredo to continue witnessing to the priests and their families/followers.  

 



     It saddened me to hear that shortly after the start of the vodou calendar 

year, which opens with huge ceremonies to pay debts to the demons, one of 

the hougans (vodou priests) that I had spent a few hours with sharing the gospel, had died.  The details 

were sketchy, but supposedly Maxo, the priest, had not paid proper debt to the demons and shortly 

after fell and broke his leg which resulted in hospitalization. Two days later he was found dead in the 

hospital bed, a reported victim of demon consumption.  “The demon ate him” is what everyone 

continually says. (I know that this language may appear strange, but in actuality it is directly in line with 

Scripture, “Be watchful your adversary the Devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to 

DEVOUR.” -1Peter 5:8).  With this news, I prayed that God would open a door for us in Maxo’s camp.  So 

we travelled to Maxo’s compound not knowing what to expect.  We were greeted as friends and chairs 

were brought for us to sit down.  We requested to see the son and oldest daughter because one of them 

was expected to take over as priest or priestess.  We were told that the daughter had run away from the 

camp because the demon was tormenting her greatly at night.  She was waking up screaming saying 

that the demon was trying to kill her.  The son, who was present, said that this means the demon has 

chosen him, over his sister, to take over as priest, but that he really wanted no part of it after seeing the 

tragic end to his 52 year old father’s life.  He then was called away and we were left talking with Maxo’s 

nephew, Guiler.  He told us that he did not want the family to partake in vodou anymore, but that it was 

a difficult situation as the demon was displaying impressive power and the whole camp was living in 

great fear.  Guiler shared that he used to attend a protestant church but hadn’t been there in years.  I 

provided him with a New Testament in Creole and told him to turn to John 8:44, “..He (Satan) was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When 

he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  I then told Guiler 

that he shouldn’t believe a word from the demon’s mouth as the demon would be desperate to regain 

control of the camp through the appointment of a new hougan.  He responded that the camp had to 

have a final ceremony to pay Maxo’s original debt to the demon.  This debt was in the form of large bulls 

and various animals.  After the ceremony Guiler said that he wanted to gather the entire camp and tell 

them that they had to change and turn their lives around or more people would die.  He admitted that 

his knowledge of Scripture was poor and asked if I would be willing to come and share the gospel with 

the camp.  At that moment the Holy Spirit told me that the door was open and that I should walk 

through it. 

     I am very excited about this opportunity, but I am afraid that the debt ceremony will result in the 

demonic consumption of the daughter.  So I ended our time there telling Maxo’s nephew that as 

Christians we have authority over demons through the power of Christ.  I told him that I was going to 

use the name of Christ and the power of His blood to bind the demon, so if the demon wasn’t 

successfully summoned during the ceremony he shouldn’t be surprised as he would now know why.  

That would reveal the power and glory of God and the power of the name of Christ.  Please be in prayer 

about this, and I will update you in the next newsletter with the result of your prayers and additional on-

goings within the other 15 vodou camps we are currently witnessing in. 

     This has been a true season of blessing for all the villages we are ministering to here in Southern Haiti.  

All 90 Creole New Testaments that we brought with us have been given out, all 500+ donated shoes 
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were distributed and personally placed on each person’s feet and we were excited beyond words to have 

“Christmas in Marigot” where we gave each child a new doll or toy that was donated.  We are also 

seeing vodouists come to Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit!  Overall, Joy and I feel that Christ 

has been laid as the foundation of CHARIS and we are now seeing living stones within 7 communities, 

being actively placed into God’s spiritual temple!  God is choosing to use CHARIS powerfully in this 

spiritually dark country and your prayers and donations are what makes this all possible.  Thank you and 

we look forward to persevering in this Holy Spirit led ministry together with you!  

“For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.” 1 Corinthians 3:9 
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