
     Suffering. Due to a worldly standard that places a negative connotation on this word, we are taught to 
avoid suffering at all costs.  As a result of our unwillingness to suffer as Christians, the world suffers!  In our 
journey through our ministry in Haiti, which is currently in its infancy, I have been surprised by both the level 
of suffering and the reliability of its almost daily reality.  Since initiating this ministry in Haiti we have 
personally experienced real hunger due to lack of food, have witnessed babies and young children die due to 
starvation, we have lived in 135 degree temperatures with no relief for days, I have had severe illnesses, 
experienced demonic attacks, curses have been placed on me by vodou priests, death contracts have 
been placed on my translator and I as we witness to the vodou community, I have been abandoned by 
friends and deceived and slandered by leaders and this is all within the first year of our ministry!  Many 
reading this could fairly ask the question, "why would you continue?" The answer is readily available in the 
Bible. 
     Allow me to ask, what goes through your mind as a Christian when you read verses like, "IT IS 
NECESSARY to pass through many troubles on our way in to the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22); 
"Many are the afflictions of the righteous." (Psalm 34:19); "ALL who want to live a Godly life in Christ WILL 
BE persecuted." (2 Timothy 3:12).  We must understand that Biblically, suffering is a guaranteed aspect of 
an obedient Christian life.  The real revelation of your desire to know God and have eternal life is the amount 
of comfort that you are willing to give up to get it!   
     John Piper, in his book, Desiring God states, "This is God's universal purpose for all Christian suffering: 
more contentment in God and less satisfaction in self and the world.  I have never heard anyone say, 'The 
really deep lessons of life have come through times of ease and comfort.'  But I have heard strong saints say, 
'Every significant advance I have ever made in grasping the depths of God's love and growing deep with Him 
has come through suffering.'  
     Suffering, secondary to obedience, results in deepening your relationship with God, and if you 
don't experience trials, suffering, and persecution in your life, then you aren't learning and growing 
in greater truth and faith respectively.  You don't have to pray or ask for suffering, just be radically obedient 
to God and use the New Testament as a filter for your life, and persecution will come, but, at the same time, 
the gospel will be spread! ("I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace.  YOU WILL HAVE 
SUFFERING IN THIS WORLD.  Be courageous!  I have conquered the world." John 16:33).  For 
example, in Acts, chapter 7, we read about Stephen's martyrdom, which results in the dispersion of 
Christians and the resultant spread of Christianity.  There are countless stories in history of Christian 
persecution and suffering being the means to the end of spreading the gospel. 
     Thus, suffering is the primary way that the Bible teaches our faith will grow and the gospel will be 
spread!  Considering that suffering is an inherent part of the plan God has for our lives, if my wife and I had 
decided not to listen to God and go to Haiti and volunteer for suffering and absence of comfort, the vodou 
priests and their followers that we have already reached, and the thousands we will meet in the future, 
would have never heard the gospel from our mouths and we would have also failed to allow God to reflect 
His glory through us.  It's an honor to suffer, and the spiritual dividends that are paid, through God being 
faithful to His word, results in the ability of the missionary to live a life that is “Joyfully Sacrificial” (Sherwood 
Eddy referring to the life of Amy Carmichael, missionary to India). 
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     When people first meet my family and I and find out that we have moved to Haiti to be missionaries they 

immediately think that we must be super spiritual people that have had an intimate, mystical walk with God 

throughout our life.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  What I want to relay to every one reading this 

is that I am a sinner of sinners and my current life of obedience has resulted from experiencing the reality of 

God’s grace following a long, voluntary walk with Satan.  Despite the fact that I grew up in the church within 

a family of Christian excellence, as soon as I was on my own in college I went astray and spent the next 15 

years of my life in excessive sin.  Over this dark period of time in my life I almost lost my family, career, and 

life secondary to drug addiction, women and pornography.  Finally, after 15 long years, I had isolated myself 

into a corner in which I was literally one decision away from losing everything.  It was at this point in my life 

that I dropped to my knees and cried out, “Jesus, please forgive me!  I can’t do this by myself anymore.  I cast 

all of my burdens upon you and I give you my life—do with it as you please to reflect your glory!”  Sometimes 

it is the shortest, simplest prayers that are uttered in complete distress that are most powerful and honorable 

to God.  God acts quickly when He sees one of His sons or daughters completely broken and kneeling before 

Him in complete humility!  From that day forward things were not the same.  My sinful nature no longer had 

control over me and the Holy Spirit took over and I can’t stop thanking God for His constant grace that is 

continually poured upon me—an undeserving “chief of sinners”. 

       The fact that God forgives us of all of our sin doesn’t mean that the earthly consequences that you have 

stacked up go away.  I had been indefinitely suspended from my surgical residency after 3 years due to my 

drug use, and thus lost my training license in Ohio. I was ordered to rehab for 30 days and random drug 

screens for 6 months.   After completing all that I was asked to do, we moved back to Illinois and I was 

actively interviewing for open 4th year residency spots.  All the while I was receiving job openings from 

hospital recruiters that wanted me to start work when I was done with my final 2 years.  These jobs were 

offering high 6 figure salaries and it seemed that life was back on track—but God had much different plans 

then I did.  

      During this time I went on a short term mission trip with my church to Haiti, and on that trip I heard God’s 

voice calling me to Haiti.  I was surprised by this as I felt MY whole plan for life being interrupted—should I 

really forego worldly “success” to be a missionary?  My wife and I spent much time in prayer about this and 

we both came to the same conclusion that we must listen to God!  “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; 

and where I am, there My servant will be also.  If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” (John 12:26).  

We also felt God strongly telling us not to go with a denomination.  Then, rather than saying we are Baptist 

or Lutheran missionaries, I could simply say that I am a follower of Jesus Christ.  This would give God more 

glory and also prevent the inevitable confusion that results from our successful dividing of Christ, in our 

country, through denominational allegiances that directly break the command of Christ to be unified as 

believers. Jesus, in the gospel of John prays about those who believe in Him, “that they all may be one, as 

You, Father are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us that the world may believe that You sent 

Me.” (John 17:21).  

      Thus, my wife and I began a non-profit and God showed me immediately that mission work is not for the 

faint of heart.  This is made evident in Acts when God asks Ananias to go and pray over Paul and take away 

his blindness.  Ananias is afraid, but God tells him, “Go, for he (Paul) is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My 

name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.  For I will show him how many things HE MUST 

SUFFER for My name’s sake.” (Acts 9:15-16).  Shortly after we made the decision to give away everything 
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and go to Haiti, the persecution started.  I went in for knee surgery which resulted 

in subsequent blood clots, gangrene, skin grafting, my calf muscle being removed, 

cellulitis twice, over 40 days in the hospital/ICU, and our van was destroyed in a 

fire!  This is the abbreviated list of many other strange things that happened 

during this time—all an attempt, by the enemy, to deter us from going to Haiti.  

But God began to gift me with strong spiritual discernment during this time and I 

saw all of these “catastrophes” clearly as God’s will being performed through the 

granting of Satan’s requests, and Joy and I began to know that God must have 

something huge planned for us if Satan is putting this much effort into multiple 

attempts to keep us from going.  So 

the trials became a training 

platform to develop our faith and 

strength to endure, and the Bible 

was speaking to us loudly during 

this time. “Therefore, I take 

pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, 

in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10).  

      When we arrived in Haiti and God began to reveal what He 

wanted to perform through us, the trials continued.  Heat 

indexes of 135 degrees, no electricity, no city water for days at 

a time, 1 meal a day, etc.  

Then God instructed me to go and preach the gospel to vodou priests and 

their followers, and as you probably could guess, the persecutions 

intensified with our health and bodies being heavily attacked.  Due to the 

intensity of the attacks in Haiti we returned to the States to pray, organize 

the vodou ministry secondary to the overwhelming success God was giving 

us, and seek counsel from my 

friends.  Much to my surprise the 

attacks continued, and these 

attacks honestly blindsided me 

because they came from 

Christians!  My leaders, who I had 

placed my faith in, led an attack 

against us that was effectively constructed by the adversary.  As a 

result, we ended our time in the States with almost all of my board 

of directors gone, no funding from our church, and “advice” that 

had been given with impure motives, arrogance, and blind eyes. 

       Why am I telling you all of this?  Because I want everyone 

reading this who is considering living in abandoned obedience to 

God to count the cost before you make this decision.  It may seem 

like I am attempting to deter you from this life, but actually it is just the opposite.  I can’t explain it, but there 

is real genuine joy amidst this suffering.  All this reveals to me is Satan is afraid of what we are doing and 
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wants to knock us off course (and he will use those closest to you to do his bidding), and God is taking great 

joy in refining us through our willingness to continue in obedience no matter the cost.  Keeping these truths 

in mind it doesn’t matter if I am sick, if my body is ravaged with illness, if our funding is taken away, if friends 

turn on you, if the ‘church’ turns on you and it seems like the whole world is against you leaving you with 

impossible odds—I choose to listen to the words of God, spoken in 2 Chronicles to the King of Judah who had 

a vast multitude of soldiers marching toward him, “Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast 

multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s…You do not have to fight this battle. Position yourselves, 

stand still, and watch the salvation of the Lord. He is with you.” (2 Chronicles 20:15 & 17).   

      Refuse to be lukewarm men and women of God!  If your life is free from risks it is also free from faith!  If 

you are feeling a deep desire to grow your faith and if you know, in all of your heart, that there must be more 

to this Christian walk then what you are seeing in church, listen to those feelings because that is the Holy 

Spirit speaking to you.  It will require sacrifice and trials, in fact the Bible promises you that, but the joy 

experienced through the growth and new depth of your relationship with your Father in heaven will 

result in you saying with the Apostle Paul, “I consider everything else worthless when compared with 

the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for His sake I have discarded everything else, 

counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.”  The world won’t understand you and even your 

friends and church may betray you but stand on the words of Gamaliel when he boldly offered his counsel to 

the Sanhedrin who wanted to kill Peter and John for preaching Jesus, “..if this plan or this work is of men, it 

will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.  YOU MAY EVEN BE FOUND 

FIGHTING AGAINST GOD.” (Acts 5:38-39).  So have faith—if God is in it, NO ONE will be able to fight 

effectively against what you are doing—no one can take anything away from you that God can’t immediately 

return and even multiply!  “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be 

thwarted.” (Job 42:2).  Be strong, be bold, read the Bible and live by its truth, refuse to be a mediocre 

Christian and remember that “a church that remains within its four walls is no church at all!” (African 

Proverb) 
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