
           The root of all sin is pride, in some form, and as I read this passage John lays out a 

chronology of effective Christian living. After coming to the realization that we are sinners and 

that there is nothing we can do within our power to make our relationship with God right, we pray 

and repent of our sin. This is the first and necessary step in re-establishing our right relationship 

with God.  John states that after repentance we must, "produce fruit consistent with repentance". 

This is news to the crowd then, and is still news to us today. 

      Let's return to the sin that we must all repent from, 

pride.  Many of us consider ourselves living in repentance of pride by 

denying ourselves.  But the fruit of repentance has nothing to do with 

ourselves and by making it about ourselves we end up practicing the 

exact same thing that we our claiming to have repented from-

pride!  The fruit that must be produced is revealed by John and that 

fruit involves giving to others.  "The one who has two shirts should 

share with the one who has none."  Thus we are to keep only what we 

need, in this case one shirt, and, in love, meet the needs of others-

-this is true repentance of pride and interestingly enough it leads to a 

display of the most important attribute of a Christian, the one 

attribute that without we are just "clanging gongs", and that is 

LOVE!  So when you consider your repentance, ask yourself if you 

have yet allowed your repentance to progress from self-realization to 

the fruit of love! 
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Mission Statement 

 
CHARIS operates in complete 
obedience to God, giving Him 

His rightful place in 
determining the path and 

goals of His ministry that He 
has, by grace, allowed us to 

perform.  Thus, CHARIS, 
primarily focuses on the 

unseen spiritual needs in Haiti, 
and secondarily on the seen 

physical needs, always 
remembering that our success 

is completely dependent on 
God's will and never ours. 
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"Therefore, produce fruit consistent with 

repentance… ‘What then should we do?’ 

The crowds were asking him.  He (John the Baptist) replied to them, ‘The one who has two 

shirts should share with the one who has none, and the one who has food must do the 

same.’" (Luke 3:8, 10-11) 



CHARIS Board  

Michael Jenkins 
President 
 
Malcolm Henderson, M.D.  
Founder,  Missionary and 
Executive Director 
 
Joy Henderson 
Co-founder, Missionary and 
Treasurer 
 
Linda Henderson  
Secretary 
 
Kyle Reschke 
Member 
 
Gregoire Saint Louis  
Member and Executive 
Director in Haiti 
 
Caley Spangenberg 
Member and Director of 
Orphan Ministry 

 

CHARIS Staff 

Rachel Miner, Chief of Staff 

Jennifer Coghill 

Jennifer Crouse 

Marion Golovach 

Kelly Hurney 

Micah Miner 

Jeneane Ryan 

Alex  Walters 

 

CHARIS Intern 

Janeen Corbin 

This is Tantan and her family.  We met them 

within our first two weeks in Haiti via the 

youngest daughter, Ahtiti (the little girl in the jean 

jacket to the right of Tantan in the photo).  Ahtiti 

was wandering the streets naked, filthy, and 

hungry.  We picked her up and asked who her 

mother was.  We then went to Tantan (the mother 

getting her hair done in the photo), and asked if it 

was ok to bring Ahtiti to our home for some 

cleaning up and food, and she obliged.  We took 

Ahtiti home and gave her a bath, dressed her in 

new underwear and clothes, and then brought her to our table and fed her.  She 

engulfed her food as if she hadn't eaten in a long time, and even though we were 

honored to be able to help, it was a sad thing to watch a child so hungry and 

neglected.  We then brought her back to her little hut, made with tree branches and 

tarps with no floor other then the dirt ground, and prayed over the entire family.  Since 

then we see this family daily.  Ahtiti's sister is named Sheetlan 

(in the pink to the left of Tantan in the photo), and the little 

baby in the picture is named Christophe'.  Over the course of our 

furlough time in the States little Christophe' wasn't fed or 

properly cared for.  So when we returned to Haiti we found him 

on a piece of cardboard lying on the ground fighting for his 

life.  He weighed 6 pounds at 8 months old and was starving to 

death.  We tried to treat him and nourish him back to health, 

but he unfortunately died in our arms on our second day back 

from the States.  The father, not pictured, never came 

around.  His name is Christophe' also, 

and prior to his son's death I never 

really saw him.  But after the death of 

his son, he began attending our house 

church and he hasn't missed a service yet!  He is growing in 

the Lord through the church and it is our prayer that he will 

reunite with his family and become the husband and father 

that God wants him to be.  So join us in prayer for this 

family.  They are in extreme poverty, never consistently eat, 

have frequent illnesses, and exist within very difficult 

circumstances.  So please pray for this family when you pray 

for your own.  When you eat and know that this family isn't 

eating--pray for them, when your are tucking your children 

into bed and know that they are sleeping on the cold dirt 

ground--pray for them, and when you take your family 

members to the doctor when they are sick and you know 

that this family cant afford any medical care--please pray.  Through this, it is my 

prayer that we realize just how fortunate we are and how very unfortunate others are-

-lets lift this family up in prayer before our Father in heaven, because this is a way to 

truly support a family!  Thank you. 
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     Well I am happy to report that my family and I have made it safely back to Haiti after 

a joyous 2 months in the United States.  Even though there were a lot of meetings and speaking engagements to 

attend and perform, there was also greatly needed time of 

relaxation, and time with the family!  God has wasted no time at all 

though, and thus, upon our return, ministry has been in overdrive! 

     When we returned we found the son, of a friend of ours, dying at 

the young age of 8 months.  Christophe' was healthy when we left, 

but now, 2 months later, he was laying on the ground in his family's 

little makeshift hut, dying of starvation and weighing only 6 

pounds.  We attempted to nourish him back to health, but he passed 

away 2 days after we returned.  What Satan uses for evil, God uses 

for good.  Through the death of little Christophe', we got the opportunity to purchase a casket for him and lead a 

Christian funeral.  At the funeral, around 80 people were there, so we performed a traditional funeral, but also 

preached the gospel.  Therefore, through 1 death of an 8 month old child who now is in his heavenly Father's arms, 80 

Haitians got to hear the gospel of Christ--praise the Lord! 

     The next morning during our devotional time, Joy and I discussed starting a house church in our living room.   So that 

day we walked around the neighborhood inviting people to our opening service.  Our desired audience was the un-

churched.  This group has never had the opportunity to attend church due to their poverty.  In Haiti, if you don't have 

the right clothing (dresses, slacks, button up shirts and ties), you are not allowed in 

the doors.  Therefore, poverty literally keeps you from church.  We do not agree 

with this (2 Samuel 16:7), so we walked around telling the poor to 'come as you 

are'.  We expected maybe 5-10 people that first Sunday, but much to our surprise 

(not God's!), 56 people showed up that morning, and at the evening service 12 

more came.  It is now 2 weeks later and we have reached 83 people with our house 

church!!  As an aside, let me share with you what an incredible experience this 

house church is.  We are worshipping in our living room, with no air conditioning, in 

heat that is over 100 degrees.  Everyone is filthy, the smell is unpleasant, and twice 

the power went out leaving us in the dark with a few candles.  With that said, I have 

never experienced more authenticity in worship than I have here.  It is a beautiful 

thing worshipping with people that are heavy on God's heart--the poor and 

suffering of this world.  I consider this such an honor, and seeing people so eager to 

worship and hungry for the gospel, when they have never been allowed in a church secondary to circumstances that 

they can't control, is beautiful.  I fully expect this little house church to grow to over 200 people by the time we leave 

for the holiday's in mid- November.   

--  Well that was our first couple of weeks back in Haiti, and obviously God is working quickly.  Please pray for our 

house church, salvation of all in attendance, and that the people here open their hearts to receiving the Holy Spirit 

which will result in an immediate wind of change within this 

community.  We are not stopping here either--we will continue to travel 

throughout Haiti starting house churches, ministering to the poor, and 

spreading the love of Christ.  Next month I will tell you about another 

incredibly exciting evangelism movement that we are just now starting-

--it will surprise you how incredibly God is working through CHARIS in 

Haiti.  God is here, and Satan is losing his grip on this nation.  Pray for 

us!  Thank you. 

Death That Produces Life! 
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Current Prayer Requests   

 Please pray for the house church in Marigot to not only grow, but also for truth to 

be received and the Holy Spirit to penetrate the hearts of the people and the 

community. 

 For protection over the Henderson family.  At times of success and Kingdom Advancement, spiritual warfare always 

follows.  A Divine hedge of protection is greatly needed for the Henderson family now, so please pray for this. 

 Please pray for the Henderson's discernment so that all they do, say, and decide is consistent with the perfect will of 

God. 

 Please pray that the many children that are part of the Henderson's growing children's ministry grow in the knowledge 

of the Lord and the great love that He has for them. 

 Please pray for the Henderson's endurance.  It is extremely hot, the electricity is inconsistent and as this is written the 

city water has been out for 3 straight days which means no showering.  It is a tough environment and the family needs 

prayer for endurance. 

 Please pray for the CHARIS board of directors and staff members. Funding is an ongoing issue and administrative needs 

along with pending changes in marketing/media has all members of CHARIS working overtime to keep up with all of the 

work that God is laying before us.   

"The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working." -James 5:16 (ESV) 


