
      While considering this verse I want to pose a question, is Christianity seen or unseen?  Is this a strange 

question to ask?  Yes it is, but I believe that there are powerful lessons to learn through this verse.  As I thought about 

this it became apparent to me that much of what we affiliate with Christianity today is seen—churches, Christian 

book stores, bumper stickers, fish symbols, the cross, etc. Now ask yourself, how much of Christianity is unseen?  If 

you are having trouble answering this question let me try to help with asking: can you identify a Christian by what you 

can’t see—you can see their home, the car they drive, and the career they have chosen but can you see the unseen 

Holy Spirit in their life?   I think that we can all agree that the sad answer to this question is that Christianity currently 

lives within the seen temporary world, while the unseen attributes of Christianity which are supposed to be loudly 

proclaimed through our changed life are becoming hidden.   

     Sadly, we also devote valuable time and great quantities of money to the ‘seen’ world of Christianity.  We 

spend millions of dollars on church expansion or beautification.  We build more and more Christian bookstores and 

buy more and more Christian books to the point that our educational gluttony becomes a nexus of pride. We buy 

cross necklaces made with gold and diamonds to show everyone around us that we are Christians. What are we 

doing?  There are billions of people in the world that have not had the opportunity to hear the saving gospel of Christ, 

and rather than using the money and freedom that God has blessed us with to do the commanded work of the Great 

Commission, we put all of God’s money and opportunities, that He wants to use to display His glory through our lives, 

into making things bigger, better, prettier, and more costly for ourselves.  I am going to call this what it is—sin, and 

while we sit here making things better for ourselves, people are dying by the millions daily and going to hell because 

we have turned a blind eye to their spiritual and eternal needs.  We build huge 

churches to honor God, but all we have to do is open the Bible and read, “I do not 

accept glory from men.” (John 5:41)  Does God want us to reflect His glory or absorb 

it?   The disciples, in the book of Acts, never build, beautify or buy anything. But what 

do we see?  We see the power of the Holy Spirit working through Peter, Paul and the 

rest of the apostles in a strong, supernatural and undeniably Divine way.  The only 

thing that should be seen in Christianity is Christ and His Holy Spirit working 

supernaturally through our lives as new creations in Him!  Paul chooses his words well 

in Romans 13:14 when he says, “..put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no plans to 

satisfy the fleshly desires.”  If you truly “put on” Christ, then that is Who the world will 

see, and the Christian should focus on constantly putting on more and more of Christ 

so that we, with our desires and sinful nature, become less and less visible, “He must 

increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30).   

      So let us stop living within, and concentrating on, the visible world, which Satan has control over, and start 

living in the vast power of the invisible world, where everything that we put our faith in as Christians resides.  This is a 

radical concept, but always remember that men and women of God are radical people.  We must live for God and not 

for the world!  “For what is highly admired by people is revolting in God’s sight.” (Luke 16:15).  Allow God to use His 

invisible attributes to create a very visible change in you and how you live your life! 
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“So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen; for what is seen is temporary, but what is  

unseen is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:18) 
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       June 28th marked 100 days 
from the time we landed in Haiti to 
establish CHARIS on the 
ground.  What an unbelievable 
journey we've embarked upon as 
God has continuously affirmed His 
hand upon this ministry. There were 
many items donated to CHARIS, 
from children's Creole Bibles to 
shoes, clothing and 
medicine.  We are so grateful and 
honored to be the ones to have the 
privilege of physically giving these 
"gifts of love" to those in Haiti on your behalf.  Rather than mass 
distributing these gifts, we used them to enter into, and build 
relationships with, many of our neighbors and 
people throughout Macary and Marigot.  
        58 pairs of TOMs shoes were distributed to children and 
adults who desperately needed them.  82 children's Bibles, over 
100 pillowcase/t-shirt dresses, and various boys clothes 
were handed out to the Holy Seed Orphanage, the Macary 
school and to our neighbors around the house in Marigot.  But 
above all, the 2 salvations and 2 baptisms that took place during 
our first 100 days in Haiti brought the most joy to our ministry 
and served as the first fruits in service unto the Lord and His 
great commission. 

 You yourselves know 
that these hands ministered to 
my necessities and to those 
who were with me.  In all 
things I have shown you that 
by working hard in this way 
we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, "It is more blessed to 
give than to receive." 
Acts 20:34-35 

One Hundred Days 



  

As Joy and I consider our first 3 months in Haiti we 

thank our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for what He 

has allowed the Holy Spirit to reveal to us in the 

early stages of our ministry.  My wife and I inquired 

of God daily, asking Him to reveal Himself to Haiti 

through us, His willing and obedient vessels.  What 

God told us was surprising and humbling, and this 

new vision, given to us through the Holy Spirit and 

the Word of God, is what we now wish to share with 

you.    

   Our initial aspirations to accomplish our ‘goals’ in 

Haiti included God’s counsel, but also included our 

jaded views on what mission work looked like and 

what the definition of missional success was.  Thus, 

erroneously, CHARIS initially was focused on 

building schools, clinics, hospitals, etc.  After much 

prayer, Bible study, and inquiring of God, we were 

told, within 3 months of our family moving to Haiti, 

that our plans were all misdirected.  The Holy Spirit, 

through the grace of God, revealed to us that to 

truly make an impact for the Kingdom of God in 

Haiti we must focus on Spiritual change through the 

Gospel of Christ and salvation.  The more we 

considered this and prayed, the more the Holy Spirit 

revealed to us.  

    There are hundreds of organizations on the 

ground in Haiti—some Christian, and others purely 

humanitarian, and there have been for many years.  

Why then are Haiti’s statistics getting worse?  

Average age of male death in Haiti is 52 years, 50% 

of Haitians are illiterate, unemployment in Haiti is 

near 70%, and last year Haiti went from being the 

poorest country in the Western hemisphere to now 

being the poorest country in the world!  Where is 

the efficacy that should accompany the work of all 

of the organizations in Haiti?  God revealed to us 

that this lack of effective Christian and humanitarian 

work is due to organizational goals being defined by 

successful eradication, or reduction, of the physical 

manifestations of poverty and disease. These goals 

are being focused on, in an effort to appease the 

shouting demands of temporal reality, while eternal 

and spiritual concerns whisper requests for 

relevance to no avail.  Therefore, CHARIS is now an 

organization that refuses to be seduced by poverty, 

which only results in an adulterous relationship with 

the world.  We will focus faithfully and 

monogamously on what Christ desires—a re-

establishment of the proper relationship between 

God and His beautiful creations in Haiti, that were 

made in His likeness and image, through revelation 

of His saving work on the cross!  Our will, as 

followers of Christ, must exist as a living, breathing 

extension of God’s will, and if we continue to focus 

on what our eyes deem worthy of primary 

importance and consideration in Haiti, then we may, 

inadvertently, find ourselves resisting God’s will thus 

ensuring our company’s mediocrity.  CHARIS wants 

to be seen as a company doing mission work that is 

great in God’s eyes, not the world’s.  We look 

forward to updating you monthly on the results of 

this decision to work purely for God and not for 

man—my hope is that the world of Christian mission 

work will return to seeking God and His concerns, 

and leave our humanity with all of its yearnings, 

desires, pride and greed nailed to the cross where it 

belongs!   

Eyes Wide Open 
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Current Prayer Requests   

 Open a door of faith to the Haitians (Acts 14:27) 

 Opportunities for the Haitians to become acquainted with the sacred scriptures which are 
able to make them wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ (2Timothy 3:15) 

 Discernment/provision concerning an opportunity to secure a new CHARIS guest house/
home for the Henderson family in Haiti. 

 Churches that hear the CHARIS message will be spiritually awakened into action with a 
sense of urgency for the lost and suffering. 

Mission Statement 

CHARIS operates in complete obedience to God, giving Him His rightful place in determining the path and goals 
of His ministry that He has, by grace, allowed us to perform.  Thus, CHARIS, primarily focuses on the unseen 
spiritual needs in Haiti, and secondarily on the seen physical needs, always remembering that our success is 

completely dependent on God's will and never ours. 


